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IHE profpet which has for ſome 
time exiſted, and which is now hap- 
*  pily realized, of a ſucceſsful termi- 
nation of the war, together. with the criti- 
cal exigencies of public affairs, have made 
it the duty of Congreſs to review and pro- 
vide for the debts which the war has left upon 
the United States, and to look forward to 
the means of | obviating dangers which may 
interrupt the harmony and tranquility of 
the confederacy. The reſult. of their ma- 
ture and ſolemn deliberations on theſe great 


objects is contained in their ſeveral recom- 
mendations of the 18th inſtant, herewith 
tranſmitted. Although theſe recommenda- 
tions peak themſelves the principles on 
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H E proſpect which has for ſome 
time exiſted, and which is now hap- 
= pily realized, of a ſucceſsful termi- 
nation of the war, together with the criti- 
cal exigencies of public affairs, have made 
it the duty of Congreſs to review and pro- 
vide for the debts which the war has left upon 
the United States, and to look forward to 
the means of obviating dangers which may 
interrupt the harmony and tranquility of 
the confederacy. The reſult of their ma- 
ture and ſolemn deliberations on theſe great 


objects is contained in their ſeveral recom- 
mendations of the 18th inſtant, herewith 
tranſmitted. Although theſe recommenda- 
tions * themſelves the principles on 
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TR „„ 
which they are founded, as well as the 
ends which they propoſe, it will not be im- 
proper to enter into a few explanations and 


remarks, in order to place in a ſtronger 
view the neceſſity of complying with them. 


Tur firſt meaſure recommended is, effec- 
tual proviſion for the debts of the United 
States. The amount of theſe debts, as far 
as they can now be aſcertained, is, 
42,000,375 dollars, as will appear by the 
ſchedule No. I. To diſcharge the prin- 
cipal of this aggregate debt at once, or in 
any ſhort period, is evidently not within 
the compaſs of our reſources; and even 
if it could be accompliſhed, the eaſe of tlie 
community would require, that the debt 
itſelf ſhould be left to a courſe of gradual 
extinguiſhment, and certain funds be pro- 
vided for paying in the mean time the an- 
nual intereſt. The amount of the annual 
Intereſt, as will appear by the paper laſt re- 
ferred to, is computed to be 2,415,956 dol- 
lars. Funds, therefore, which will cer- 

tainly 


K 
tainly and punctually produce this annual 
ſum at leaſt, muſt be provided. 


In deviſing theſe funds, Congreſs did not 
overlook the mode of ſupplying the com- 
mon treaſury, provided by the articles of 
confederation; but after the moſt reſpect- 
ful conſideration of that mode, they were 
conſtrained to regard it as inadequate and 
inapplicable to the form into which the 
public debt muſt be thrown. The delays 
and uncertainties incident to a revenue to 
be eſtabliſhed and collected from time to 
time by thirteen independent authorities, 
is at firſt view irreconcileable with the punctu- 
ality eſſential in the diſcharge of the intereſt 
of a national debt. Our own experience, 
after making every allowance for tranſient 
impediments, has been a ſufficient illuſtra- 
tion of this truth. Some departure, there- 
fore, in the recommendations of Congreſs, 
from the federal conſtitution, was unavoid- 
able ; but it will be found to be as ſmall as 
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could be reconciled with the object i in view, 
and to be ſupported beſides by ſolid confi- 


| * of intereſt and ſound policy. 


Tux fund which firſt preſented itſelf on 
this, as it did on a former occaſion, was a 
tax on imports. The reaſons which recom- 


| mended this branch of revenue, have here- 


tofore been ſtated in an act, of which a 


copy, No. II. is now forwarded, and need 
not be here repeated. It will ſuffice 10 


recapitulate, that taxes on conſumption are 
always leaſt burdenſome, becauſe they are 


leaſt felt, and are borne too by thoſe who 
are both willing and able to pay them : that 
of all taxes on conſumption, thoſe on foreign 


commerce are moſt compatible with the ge- 
nius and policy of free ſtates : that from 
the relative poſitions of ſome of the more 
commercial ſtates, it will be impoſſible to 
bring this eſſential reſource into uſe without 
a concerted uniformity : that this unifor- 
mity cannot be concerted through any chan- 
nel ſo properly as through Congreſs, nor 

| for 
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for any purpoſe ſo aptly as for paying the 
debts of a revolution, from which an un- 
bounded freedom has accrued to commerce 


In renewing this oi to the lates, 
we have not been unmindful of the objee- 
tions which heretofore fruſtrated the una» 
nimous adoption of it. We have limited 
the duration of the revenue to the term of 
twenty-five years; and we have left to the 
ſtates themſelves the appointment of the 
officers who are to collect it. If the ſtrict 
maxims of national credit alone were to be 
conſulted, the revenue ought manifeſtly to 
be coexiſtent with the object of it, and the 
collection placed in every reſpect under chat 
authority which is to diſpenſe the former, | 
and is reſponſible for the latter. Theſe re- 
laxations will, we truſt, be regarded on one 
hand as the effect of a diſpoſition 1 in Con- 
greſs to attend at all times to the ſentiments 
of thoſe whom they ſerve, and on the 


other hand, as a proof of their anxious de- 
ſire that proviſion may be made in ſome 


way 
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way or other for an honourable ard juſt 


fulfilment of the engage which they 
have formed. 


To render this fund as productive as poſ- 
fible, and at the ſame time to narrow the 
room for colluſions and frauds, it has been 
Judged an improvement of the plan, to re- 
commend a liberal duty on ſuch articles as 
are moſt ſuſceptible of a tax according to 
their quantity, and are of moſt equal and 
general conſumption; leaving all other ar- 
ticles, as heretofore propoſed, to be taxed 
according to their value. 


Tux amount of this fund is computed 
to be 915,956 dollars. The eſtimates on 
which the computation 1s made, are detailed 
in paper No. III. Accuracy in the firſt eſ- 
ſay on ſo complex and fluctuating a ſubject 
is not to be expected. It is preſumed to be 
as near the truth as the defect of proper 
materials would admit, 


Tre 


( 


Tres refidue of the computed intereſt is 
1,500,000 dollars, andis referred to the ſtates 
to be provided for by ſuch funds as they may 
judge moſt convenient. Here again the ſtrict 
maxims of public credit gave way to the de- 
fire of Congreſs to conform to the ſenti- 
ments of their conſtituents. It ought not 
to be omitted, however, with reſpect to this 
portion of the revenue, that the mode in 
which it is to be ſupplied, varies fo little 
from that pointed out in the articles of 
confederation, and the variations are ſo con- 
ducive to the great object propoſed, that a 

ready and unqualified compliance on the 
part of the ſtates may be the more juſtlx 

expected. In fixing the quotas of this ſum, 
Congreſs, as may be well imagined, were 
guided by very imperfect lights, and ſome 

inequalities may conſequently have enſued. 
Theſe, however, can be but temporary; 
and, as far as they may exiſt at all, will be 
redreſſed by a retroſpective adjuſtment, as 
ſoon as a conſtitutional rule can be applied. 


Tux 
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Tux neceſſity of making the two forego- 
ing proviſions one indiviſible and irrevoca- 
ble act, is apparent. Without the firſt 
quality, partial proviſion only might be 


made where complete proviſion is eſſential; 
nay, as ſome ſtates might prefer and adopt 


one of the funds only, and the other ſtates 
the other fund only, it might happen that 


no proviſion at all would be made: without 


the ſecond, a ſingle ſtate out of the Thirteen 


might at any time involve the nation in 


bankruptcy; the mere practicability of which 
would be a fatal bar to the eſtabliſhment of 


national credit. Inſtead of enlarging on 


theſe topics, two obſervations are ſubmitted. 
to the juſtice and wiſdom of the legiſlatures. 
Firſt : The preſent creditors, or rather the 


- domeſtic part of them, having either made 


their loans for a period which has expired, 
or having become creditors in the firſt in- 
ſtance involuntarily, are intitled, on the 
clear principles of juſtice and good faith, .. 
to demand the principal of their credits, 
inſtead of accepting the annual intereſt. It 

| | 18 


1 

is neceſſary, therefore, as the principal can- 
not be paid to them on demand, that the 1 in- 
tereſt ſhould be ſo effectually and ſatisfacto- 
rily ſecured, as to enable them, if they in- 
eline, to transfer their ſtock at its full value. 
Secondly : If the funds be fo firmly conſti- 
tuted as to inſpire a thorough and univerſal 
confidence, may it not be hoped, that the 
capital of the domeſtic debt, which bears 
the High intereſt of fix per cent. may be 
cancelled by other loans obtained at a more 
moderate intereſt? The ſaving by ſuch an 
operation would be a clear one, and might | 
be a conſiderable one. As a proof of the 
neceſſity of ſubſtantial funds for a ſupport 
of our credit abroad, we refer to No. IV. 


Tuvs much for the intereſt of the na- 
tional debt: For the diſcharge of the prin- 
cipal within the term limited, we. rely e on 
the natural increaſe of the revenue from 
commerce, on requiſitions to be made from 
time to time for that purpoſe, as circum- 
ſtances OY — and on the proſpect of 
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vacant territory. If theſe reſources ſhould 


prove inadequate, it will be neceſſary, at 
the expiration of twenty-five years, to con- 
tinue the funds now recommended, or to 
eſtabliſh ſuch others 3 as may then be found 
more convenient. | 


WIxx a view to the reſource laſt mention- 
ed, as well as to obviate diſagreeable gon- 
troverſies and confuſions, Congreſs hayg in- 
cluded, in their preſent recommendations, 
a renewal of thoſe of the 6th day of Sep- 
tember, and of the 10th day of Octob 
1780. In both thoſe reſpects, a liberal an 
final accommodation of all interfering claims 


of vacant territory, is an object which can- 
not be preſſed with too much ſolicitude. 


Tux laſt object recommended is a conſti- 
tutional change of the rule, by which a par- 
tition of the common burdens is to be made. 
The expediency. and even neceſſity, of ſuch. 
a change has: been ſufficiently inforced by 
the local injuſtice and diſcontents which 


774 | have 
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i 
have proceeded from valuations of the ſoil | 
in .every ſtate where the experiment has 


been made. But how infinitely muſt theſe 
evils be increaſed, on a compariſon of ſuch 


* raluations among the ſtates themſelves ! On 
whatever fide indeed this rule be ſurveyed, 

the gyecution of it muſt be attended with 

the moſt ſerious difficulties. If the valua- 

tions be referred to the authorities of the 
ſeveral ſtates, a general ſatisfaction is not to 
5 hoped for: If they be executed by officers 
of the United States traverſing the country 
for that purpoſe, beſides the inequalities 
againſt which this mode would be no ſecurity, 
the expence would be both enormous and ob- | 
noxious. If the mode taken in the act of 
the 17th day of February laſt, which was 
deemed on the whole leaſt objectionable, be 
adhered to, ſtil] the inſufficiency of the data 
to the purpoſe to which they are to be ap- 
**plied, muſt greatly impair, if not utterly de- 

ſtroy, all confidence in the accuracy of the 
reſult; not to mention that, as far as the 


reſult can be at all a juſt one, it will be in- 
debted 


4 


( 2 


Pl 


debtel for the advantage to the principle * 
on which the rule propaſed to be luke 4 
ted is founded. This rule, although not 
free from objections, i is liable to fewer than 


any other that could be deviſed. The onl 
material difficulty which attended it in th 4 


deliberations of Congreſs, was to fi 

proper difference between the 3 
induſtry of free inhabitants, and of all other 
inhabitants. The ratio ultimately agreed 
on was the effect of mutual conceſſion 
and if it ſhould be ſuppoſed not to corre= 
ſpond preciſely with the fact, no doubt 


ought to be entertained that an equal ſpirit 
of accommodation among the ſeveral legiſ- 


| tures, will prevail againſt little inequali- 
ties which may be calculated on one fide or 
on the qther. But notwithftanding the 
confidence of Congreſs as to the ſucceſs of 
this propoſition, it is their duty to recollect 0 | 
that the event may poffibly diſappoint them, : 
and to requeſt that meaſures may ſtill be. 
purſued | for obtaining and tranſmitting the 


informa- | 


information called for in the act of the 15th 
of F ebruary laſt, which in ſuch event will 
N. eſſential, | 


"Tux plan thus communicated 2 ex 


"Fines by Congreſs muſt now receive its 
fate from their conſtituents, All the ob- 
jects H priſed in jt are conceived to be 
of great importanee to the happineſs of 
this confederated republic; are neceſſary to 
er the fruits of the revolution, a full 
reward for the blood, the toils, the cares 
and the calamities which have purchaſed it. 
But the object of which the neceſſity will 
be peculiarly felt, and which it is peculiarly 
the duty of Congreſs to inculcate, is the 
| proviſion recommended for the national 
debt. Although this debt is greater than 
could have been wiſhed, it 1s ſtill leſs on 
the whole than could have been expected; 
and when referred to the cauſe in 3 it 
bas been incurred, and compared with the 
þurdens which wars of ambition and of 
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vain glory have entailed on other nations, 
ought to be borne not only with cheerful"  - 
neſs but with pride. But the magnitude 
of the debt makes no part of the queſtion, 
It is ſufficient that the debt has been fair 
eontracted, and that juſtice and good fait. 
demand that it ſhould be fully diſcharged. 
Congreſs had no option but betweeſf diffe- 
rent modes of diſcharging it. The ſame 
option is the only one that can exiſt with 
the ſtates. The mode which has after l; 
and elaborate diſcuſſion been preferred, is, 
we are perſuaded, the leaſt objectionable of 
any that would have been equal to the pur- 
pole, Under this perſuaſion, we call upon 
the juſtice and plighted faith of the ſeveral 
Kates to give it its proper effect, to reflect 

on the conſequences of rejecting it, and to 
remember that Congreſs will not be anſwer+4 
able for them. 


Ir other motives than that of juſtice _ 
could be requiſite on this occaſion, no nation 


could 
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could ever fea ftronger ; for to whenh are 
the debts to be paid ? 


"oy 3 - | 
To Ax ALLY, in the firſt place, who to 
the exertion of his arms in ſupport of our 
cauſe, has added the ſuccours of his trea- 


1 liberal donations; and whoſe loans 
themſelhes carry the impreſſion of his mag- 
nanimity and friendſhip. For mote exact 
information on this point we refer to paper 


TY 
% 
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To individuals in @ foreign country, in the 
next place, who were the firſt to give ſa 
precious a token of their confidence in our 
juſtice, and of their friendſhip, for our 
cauſe, and who are members of a republic 


which was ſecond in eſpouſing our rank - 


among nations. For the claims and expect- 
ations of this claſs of creditors we refer to 


paper No. VI. b ee Ig. 


E; who, to his important loans, has 


ANxorRHERR 


. 


the boſom: of peace and private citizen 
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ae kun claſs of ekeditort 7 that fe 
trious and patriotic band of fellrw-cit en, 


vhoſe blood and whoſe bravery have des 


fended the liberties of their country ; ; who l 
have patiently borne, among other diltrefſes, 
the privation of their ſtipends, whilſt, the 
diſtreſſes of their country diſabled it Or 


beſtowing them ; and who, ip now, 


all for no more than ſuch a Portion of | 


their dues as will enable them to retire 
from the field of victory and glory gþ 


and for ſuch cffectual ſecurity for the re- 
fidue - of their claims, as their country is 
now unqueſtionably able to provide. F or 
a full view of their ſentiments and wiſhes 


on this ſubject, we tranſmit the paper 


No. VII. ; and as a freſh and lively in- 
ſtance of their ſuperiority to every ſpecies 
of ſeduction from the »paths of virtue and 
of honour, we add the paper No. VIII. 


Tus 


* f * 
3 
* Tur remaining claſs of creditors is com- 
12 partly of ſuch of our fellow- citizens 
as. originally lent to the public the uſe of 
their funds, or have ſince manifeſted moſt 
confidence in their country, by receiving 
Pransfers from the lenders; and partly of 
thoſe whoſe property has been either ad- 
vancelf or aſſumed for the public ſervice. 
To difcrimitiate the merits of theſe ſeveral 
deſcriptions of ereditors, would be a taſk 
equally unneceſſary and invidious. If the 
Mie of humanity plead more loudly in fa- 
vour of ſome than of others, the voice of 
policy, no leſs than of juſtice, pleads in fa- 
vour of all. A wiſe nation will never 
permit thoſe who relieve the wants of 
their country, or who rely moſt on its 
faith, its firmneſs and its reſources, when: 
either of them is diſtruſted, to ſuffer 7 the 
event. 
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"Lex | it be remembered finally, that] it has 
ever been the pride and boaſt of America, 
that the rights for which ſhe contended, 
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the means; exerted for their defence, they.” 


were, the rights. 4 a nature. * the 
bleſſing. of the Author of theſe rights; on... _ 


have prevailed againſt all appoſition, and form 
the baſis of Thirteen Independent Saber. 
No inſtance has heretofore occurred; nor ce 
anx inſtance be expected hereafter to occur, 
in which the unadulterated. forms of repub- 
lican government can pretend to ſo fir an 

opportunity of juſtifying themſelves by their 
fruits. In this, viewy the citizens of the, 
United States are reſponſible; for the g * 
truſt ever confided tg a politieal ſociety. If 

juſtice, good faith, honour,':gratitude, and 
all the other qualities which ennoble the 

character of a nation, and fulfil the ends of 
government, be the fruits of our eſtabliſn- 


ments, the cauſe of liberty will acquire a 


dignity and Juſtre which it has' never yet en- 
joyed; and an example will be ſet which 
cannot but have the moſt favourable influ- 

ence on the rights of mapkind, If on the 


other nde, our governments ſhould be un- 


fortunately 


S. * . 
( 19.) 27> OP 


g fortunately blotted with the 8 of theſe 


+ cardinal and eſſential virtues, the great cauſe 
which we have engaged to vindicate, will be 


diſhonoured and betrayed: the laſt and 
faireſt experiment in favour of the rights 


and their patrons and friends expoſed to be 


inſulted and filenced by the votaries of ty- 
ranny and uſurpation. 
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aſſembled, 4 
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of human nature will be 7 againſt them, 


By order of the United States in Congreſs 


ELIAS BOUDIN OT, Preſident. 
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IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 
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| | | f 
* April 18, 1783. 
Resor vxD by Nine States, bh 
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HAT it be recommended to the ſe- f 

veral ſtates, as indiſpenſibly neceſſary | 

- to the reſtoration of public credit, and to | 

the punctual and honourable diſcharge of ; 

the public debts, to inveſt the United States | 

in Congreſs aſſembled, with a power to levy | 
for the uſe of the United States, the follow- | 

* ing duties upon goods imported into the | 

ö ſaid ſtates from any foreigu port, iſland of 


plantation. 


| pt 


; 6229 
Upon all th of Jamaica proof, 
per gallon, 44 D0ꝗchs df a dallay,. 


Upon all other ſpirituous liquors, 3-goths do# 


Upon Madeira wine I2-goths do. 
Upon all other wines 6-goths do. 
Upon common bohea tea per Ib. {outs do. 
Upon all other =. 24 goths do. 
Upon pepper pail 3-goths do. 
Upon brown ſugar per pound -3-geth do. 
Upon loaf ſugar r 2-goths do. 
Upon all other ſugars - - 1-9oth do. 
Upon molaſſes per gallon 1-goth do. 


pon cocoa and coffee per Ib. 1-goth do. 
Upon all other goods a duty, of five per cent. 


ad en at the t tin and place of i Hnportatign 
. 5 $467 i 9 44 4E 1 1 


U ov ei none 5 the par duties an 


be applied to any other putpole than ' the 


diſcharge of the intereſt ot principal of the 


debts contracted on the Faith of the United 
States, for ſopportitly the war, agreeably to 
the reſoliition of the 16th tay of Decem- 


ber laſt, nor be continued for a longer term 


than 2 5 years ; and provided that the collecs 


tors of the ſaid duties ſhall be appointed by 


SET 
the-Latcs within which, their affices. are to) 
be reſpeRiyely;exervied 2; but, when ſo apy! 
pointed, , ſhall be amenable to and removable. 
by che United States in, Congreſs aſſembled,. 
alone; and in caſe any ſtate Mall not. make. 
ſuch appoimt nent within one month after 
notice given for that purpo 2 che appaint». 
ment may be made by the Unit ted Staten: 
CANS . Klas ag TIMES - | 
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3 it he further recommended gy wi 
ſeveral Rates to eſtabliſh for a term limited 
to "twenty-five years, and. to appropriate to 
the diſcharge of the intereſt and principal of 

the debts contracted on the faith of the 
| United States, for ſupporting the war, ſub- 
ſtantial and effectual revenues of ſuch nature x 
as they, may judge moſt convenient, for ſup= 
plying. their reſpective proportions of one 
million five hundred thouſand dollars annu- 
ally, excluſive, of, the aforementioned duties, 


14 on * 


which proportion ſhall be fixed and equalized . 
from time, totime, according, to the rule which 


is or may be Preſcribed by, the articles of con- 
federation ; 
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federation Fund in caſe the revenues eſta- 
bliſhed by any Rate ſhall at any time yield 


exceſs ſhall be refunded to it; and in caſe 


the revenues of any ſtate ſhall be found to 
be deficient, the immediate deficieficy ſhall be 


à ſum exceeding its actual proportion, the 


made up by ſuch ſtate with as little delay as 


poſſible, and à future deficiency | guarded | 
againſt by an enlargement of the revenues 
eſtabliſhed : provided, that until the rule of 


the confederation canbe carried into practice, 
the proportions of the ſaid 1, 500,000 dol- 
lars ſhall be as follows, viz, 


New | Hampſhire 
Maſſachuſetts 
Rhode-Iſland 
Connecticut 
New-York 
New-Jerſey 
Feanſylvagia | 


£2,708] Delaware 
224,427 Maryland 
232, 318 Virginia 
132,091| North-Carolina 109,006 
128.243 South-Carolina 
83, 358 Georgia 
2051890 


Tux ſaid laſt mentioned revenues to be 
collected by perſons appointed as aforeſaid, 


22,443 
141,517 | 


96,183 
16,0 


Wt 
. F * 
W * 


but to be carried to the ſeparate credit of the 


ſtates within which they ſhall be collected. 
THAT 


EE — - 


— — — 
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Tux an annual account of the proceeds 
ind application of all the aforementioned 


| revenues ſhall be made out and tranſmitted 
to the ſeveral ſtates, diſtinguiſhing the pro- 


ceeds of each of the ſpecified articles, and 
the amount of the whole revenue received 
from each ſtate, together with the allow- 
ances made to the ſeveral officers employed 
in the collection of the ſaid revenues. 


TuAr none of the preceding reſolutions 
ſhall take effect until all of them ſhall be 


acceded to by every ſtate; after which una- 
nimous acceſſion, however, they ſhall be con- 


ſidered as forming a mutual compact among 


all the ſtates, and ſhall be irrevocable by 
any one or more of them without the con- 


Currence of the whole, or of a majority of 


the United States in Congreſs afſembled. * 


Tua as a further mean, as well of haſten- 


ing the extinguiſhment of the debts, as of 


eſtabliſhin g the harmony of the United States, 
it be recommended to the ſtates which have 


2 

* 

, 4 0 

— 1 1 
1 a * «P 
s » 

5 Fu. 


paſſed no "he" towards complying with the 
reſolutions of Congrels of the 6th of Sep- 


nl. 


tember and 10th of Odtober, 1780, relative 


to the ceſſion of. territorial claims, to make 
the liberal cefſions therein recommended F 
| and to the tates which may have paſſed a acts 
complying with the faid- reſolutions in part 


only, to reviſc and compleat . ſuch com- 
pliance. 


5 Taar as a more convenient and certain 
rule of aſcertaining the proportions to be 
ſupplied by the ſtates reſpectively to the 
common treaſury, the following alteration 
in the articles of confederation and perpetual 
union between theſe ſtates, be and the ſame 
is hereby agreed to in Congreſs ; and the ſe- 
veral ſtates are adviſed to authoriſe their 
reſpective Delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify 
the ſame as part of the ſaid inſtrument of 


union, in the words allowing, to wit, 


yn 3 of the 8th of the articles of cc con- 
Federation and perpetual union between the. 
= Thirteen 


9 
Thirteen States of America, as is s contained, 
in the words I Y to wit, 


60 All charges of war r and all other ex- 
cc pences that ſhall be incurred for the com- 


mon defence or general welfare, and al- 


« lowed by the United States in Congreſs 
ce aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of- A com- 
* mon treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplicd by 
*« the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the value 
&© of all land within each ſtate granted to or 


& ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch land, and 
« the buildings and improvements thereon, | 


e ſhall be eſtimated according to ſuch mode 
« as the United States in Congreſs aſſembled 
* ſhall from time to time direct and ap- 
* point,” is hereby revoked and made void; 


and in place thereof it is declared and con- 


cluded, the ſame having been agreed to in a 
congreſs of the United States, that all 
charges of war and all other expences that 
have been or ſhall be incurred for the com- 
mon defence or general welfare, and allowed 
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by hs United States i in Congreſs Mfembled, 


except ſo far as ſhall be otherwiſe provided 


for, (hall be defrayed out of a common trea- 
ſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeyeral. 
ſtates in proportion to the whole number of 
white and other free citizens and inhabitants. 
of eyery age, ſex and condition, including 


_ thoſe bound ta ſervitude for a term of years, 


and thręe- fifths of all other perſons not com- 
prehended 1 in the foregoing deſcription, ex- 
cept Indians, not paying taxes, in each ſtate ; 
which number ſhall be triennially taken and 
tranſmitted to the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall direc 


and appoint, | 


[7he Papers e to in . foregoing aun. 


are as follow. j J 


s FR way 
[ Ne. J.] 


An ESTIMATE of the NATIONAL DEFT bi 
Mb a 


Livres. 
Das to the Farmers-General of France, 1,000,009 
To Individuals in France, on un- 0 
liquidated accounts, eſtimated 3,900,009 © 
To the Crown 5 France, includ- OTE 
ing a Loan of 10,000,000 bor: | 
rowed in Holland, and for 10 28,000,000 
which France is guarantee, : 
To o Ditto, a Loan for 1783, 6,000,009 . * 
WIE 38, 000, %% ¶̃/% 0 
at c livres-$ ſous per dot. 770 . 
To Lenders in Holland, received in partſof 
the Loan contracted for by Mr J. gb | | 671,200 
Bot eee deal dy 3 
rrowed in Spain r. Ja 1% 
One Year? 8 Intereſt of 25 ach N of Ei 


20,000,000 Livres, es 


Foreign Debt, 3 lakers 1755, 2 


Domeſtic Debt. 
On Loan-Office Certificates reduced ge 

ecie value, 1 a 1,463,802 | 
3 unpaid tor 1781, 190,000 

Ditto _- 1783, 687,828 
Credit to Sundries in Treaſury Books, 638,042 
Army Debt to 31 December, 1782, 5,635,618 
Unliquidated Debt, eſtimated at 8,000,000 
Commutation to the Army, agreeable , N 
* the AR of 22d March laſt } er en 
unty due to Privates Foo, ooq 

Tome aa 1783, ſuppoſe. — ON 
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Total Debt, 62,000, 378 
* Anja Intereſt of the Debt of the United States. 


On the Foreign Debt, part at 4 and part at 5 per cent. 369,038 6 
On the Domeſtic Debt, at 6 per cent. $ 2,040,917 + 


2,415,956 = 
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_ ſupport from commerce,” 


and ultimately paid by the conſumer, .with a profit 


AY 


C32) 


( No. II.) 


y the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS 
\ aſſembled, December 16, 1792, 


7 HE committee, conſiſting of Mr, Hamilton, 
Mr. Madiſon, and Mr. Fitzſimmons, to whom 

was referred the letter of goth of November, from 
the honourable William Bradford, ſpeaker of the 
lower houſe of aſſembly of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, 


containing, under three heads, che reaſons of that 


ſtate for refufing their compliance with the recom- 
endation of Congreſs for a duty on imports and 

Prize-goods ; report, eee e 

| 4. That they flatter themſelves the ſtate, on a re- 


_ conſideration of the objections they have offered, 


with a candid attention to the arguments which 
ſtand in oppoſition to them, will be induced to re- 
tract their diſſent, convinced that the meaſure is 
ſupported on the moſt ſolid grounds of equal juſtice, 
policy, and general utility. The following obſer- 
vations, contraſted with each head of the objections, 
1 will furniſh a ſatisfactory anſwer to the 
whole. | . 
Firſt objection. That the propoſed duty would 
be unequal in its operation, bearing hardeſt upon 
the moſt commercial ſtates, and ſo would preſs pe- 
culiarly hard upon that ſtate which draws its chief 
The moſt common experience, joined to the con- 
current opinions of the ableſt commercial and poli- 


_ tical obſervers, have eſtabliſhed beyond controverſy 


this general principle, ( that every duty on imports 
is incorporated with the price of the commodity, 


„ 


„ 


(2.2 


n the duty itſelf, as a compenſation to the merchaiſt 
for the advance of his money“. 228 
The merchant confiders the duty demanded. by 
the ſtate on the imported article, in the ſame 
light . with freight or any fimilar charge, and 
adding it to the original coft, calculares his profit 
on the aggregate ſum. It may happen, that at 
particular conjunctures, where the markets are 
overſtocked, and there is a competition among the 
ſellers, this may not be practicable; but in the 
general courſe of trade the demand for conſumption 
preponderates, and the merchant can with eaſe in- 
demnify himſelf, and even obtain a profit on the ad- 
'vance, As a conſumer, he pays a ſhare of the duty, 
but it is no further a burthen upon him. The con- 
ſequence of the principle laid down is, that every 
claſs of the community bears its ſhare of the duty in 
proportion to its conſumption, which laſt is regulat- 
ed by the comparative wealth of the reſpective 
claſſes, in conjunction with their habits of expence 
or frugality. The rich and luxurious pay in pro- 
portion to their riches and luxury; the poor and 
parſimonious, in proportion to their poverty and 
parſimony. A chief excellence of this mode of re- 
venue is, that it preſerves a juſt meaſure to the abi- 
lities of individuals, promotes frugality, and taxes 
extravagance. The ſame reaſoning in our fituation 
applies to the intercourſe between two ſtates; if one 
imports and the other does not, the latter muſt be 
ſupplied: by the former. The duty being tranſ- 
ferred to the price of the commodity, is no more a 
charge on the importing ſtate for what is conſumed. 
in the other, than it is a charge on the merchant for 
what is conſumed by the farmer or artificer. Either 
ſtate will only feel the burthen in a ratio to its con- 
ſumption, and this will be in a ratio to its population 
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and wealth, What happens between the different 
clafſes of the ſame community internally happetis 
.between the two ftates; and as the merchant, in the 
firſt caſe, ſo far from loſing the duty himſelf, has a 
Profit on the money he advances for that purpoſe ; 
1o the importing e which in the ſecond caſe is 
the merchant with reſpect to the other, is not only 
re- imburſed by the nen- importing ſtate, but has a 
like benefit on the duty advanced. It is therefore 
the reverſe of a juſt poſition, that the duty propoſed 
will bear hardeſt on the moſt commercial ſtates; it 
will, if any thing, have a contrary effect, though 
not in a ſufficient degree to juſtify an objection on 
the part of the non- importing ſtates. For it is as 
reaſonable they ſhould allow an advance on the duty 
paid, as on the firſt coſt, freight, or any incidental 
charge. They have alſo other advantages in tlie 
—— fully equivalent to this diſadvantage. Over- 
nice and minute calculations, in matters of this na- 
ture, are inconſiſtent with national meaſures, and in 
the imperfect ſtate of human affairs, would ſtagnate 
all the operations of government. Abſolute equa- 
lity is not to be attained : to aim at it, is purſuing 
a ſhadow at the expence of the ſubſtance, and in the 
event we ſhould find ourſelves wider of the mark, 
than if in the firſt inſtance we were content to ap- 
proach it with moderation. 5 

Second objection. That the recommendation 
propoſes to introduce into that and the other ſtates, 
officers unknown and unaccountable to them, and 

ſo is againſt the conftitution of the ſtate.” 
It is not to be preſumed that the conſtitution of 
any ſtate could mean to define and fix the preciſe 
numbers and deſcriptions of all othcers to be per- 
mitted in the ſtate, excluding the creation of any 
new ones, Whatever might be the neceſſity 2 0 
| ER, | _ -rrom 
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from that variety of circumſtances incident to all A 
political inſtitutions.” The legiſlature muſt always 
have a diſcretionary power of appointing officers 
not expreſsſy known to the conſtitution, and this bt 
power will include that of authorifing the fœderal 33 
government to make the appointments in caſes ⁵³ü 
where the general welfare may require it. The 4 
denial of this would prove too much; to wit, ml 
that the power given by the confederation to Con- 
greſs, to appoint all officers in the poſt- office, was Ki 
illegal and unconſtitutional. 5 nen i 
The doctrine advanced by Rhode: Iſland would 0 
perhaps prove alſo that the fœderal government bY 
ought to have the appointment of no internal officers 9 
whatever ; a poſitjon that would defeat all the pro- oh 
vifions of the confederation, and all the purpoſes of 1 
the. union. The truth is, that no fœderal conſtitu- 1 
tion can exiſt without powers that in their exer-= 
'Tiſe affect the internal police of the component mem- | 
bers. It is equally true, that no government can 
exiſt without a right to appoint officers for thoſe 
1 which proceed from, and concenter in it= 
felf; and therefore the confederation has expreſly 
declared, that Congreſs ſhall have authority to ap- 
point all ſuch * civil officers as may be neceſſary for 
managing the general affairs of the United States 
under their direction.“ All that can be required is, 
that the fœderal government confine its appoint- 
ments to ſuch as it is empowered to make by the 
original act of union, or by the ſubſequent conſent 
of the parties: unleſs there ſhould be expreſs words 
of excluſion in the conſtitution of a ſtate, there can 
be no reaſon to doubt that it is within the compaſs 
of legiſlative diſcretion to communicate that au- 
TR thority. N en ys 74 7 *>79 
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The propttery of doing i it vpon che prefeut occa- 
fiony, is founded on ſubſtantial reaſons. 

- The meaſure propoſed is 2 meaſure, of neceſtity. 
Repeated. experiments. have Bain that the reyenue 
to be raiſed within theſe ſtates is altogether. inade- 
quare to the public wants, The deficiency can only 
be ſupplied by loans. Our applications to the fo- 
reign powers on whoſe Friend we depend, have 
had a ſucceſs far ſhort of our neceffities., The next 
reſource is to borrow from. individuals. Theſe will 
neither be actuated by generoſity nor reaſons of ſtate. 
Tis to their intereſt alone we myſt appeal. To 


*-# 4# 


ſecurity under the. conſtant rev of thirteen dif- 
ferent deliberatives. It muſt, once for all, be de- 
fined; and eſtabliſhed on the faith of the ſtates ſo- 


lemnly pledged to each other, and not revocable by 
any without a breach of the general compact. 5 


Tis by ſuch expedients that nations, whoſe re- 
ſources are underſtood, whoſe reputations and go- 
vernments are erected on the foundation of ages, are 
enabled to obtain a ſolid and extenſive credit, 


W ould it be reaſonable in us to hope for more eaſy 


terms, who have ſo recently aſſumed our rank amon 
the nations? Is it not to be expected, that indivi- 
duals will be cautious in lending their money to a 


people in our circumſtances, and that they will at 


leaſt require the beſt ſecurity we can give ? 
We have an enemy vigilant, intriguing, well ac- 
quainted with our defects and embarraſſments. We 
may . that he will make every effort to _ 
11 


— - 
Won 


difidences into individuals; and in the preſent poſ- 
ture of our internal affairs, he will have too plaufible 
ground on which to tread. Qur neceſſities have 
obliged us to embrace meaſures with reſpect to our 
pubſic credit, calculared to inſpire diſtruſt. The 
prepoſſeſſions on this article muſt naturally be 


againſt us, and it is therefore indiſpenſible we ſhould 


endeavour to remove them, by fuch means as will 
be the moſt obvious and ſtriking, _ x ; 
E406” IS . | '% PF, 8 

It was with theſe views Congreſs determined on à 
general fund; and the one they have recommended 
muſt, upon a thorough examination, appear to have 


0 9 


fewer inconveniences than any other. 
It has been remarked as an eſſential part of the 
lan, that the fund ſhould depend on a fingle will. 
This will not be the caſe unleſs the collection, as 
well as the appropriation, is under the controul of 
the United States; for it is evident, that after the 
duty is agreed upon, it may in a great meaſure be 
_ defeated by an ineffectual mode of levying it. The 
Vnited States have a common intereſt in an uniform 
and equally energetic collection; and not only po- 
Ticy but juſtice to all the parts of the. union, deſig- 


nates the utility of lodging the power of making it 


Where the intereſt is common. Without this 

light in reality operate as a very unequal tax. 
Third objectton. „ That by granting to Cap- 
preſs a power to collect monies from the commerce 
of theſe ſtates indefinitely as to time and quantity, 
and for the expenditure of which they are not to be 
Accountable to the ſtates, they would become inde- 
pendent of their conſtityents, and ſo the propoſed 
Impoſt is repugnant to the Hberty of the United 
-.. Admitting 'the principle of this objection to be 

4 &* 2 . 241 { | 4 [7 ie == iQ * 

rue, ſtill it ought to Rave tio weight in the preſent 
«FT OUTFIT 3713-34 39 0547 F. VIE RSTOL OG 114, 346 
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caſe, becauſe there is no analpgy between the prin: 
ciple and the fact. ys 1 


Firſt. The fund propoſed is ſufficieptly definite 
as to time, becauſe it is only co-extenfive with th 

exiſtence af the debt contracted and to he = Bai" 
in the courſe of the war. Congreſs are perſuaded 
that it is as remote from the intention pf their con: 
ſtituents to perpetuate that debt, as to extinguiſh it 
at once by a faithleſs nęglect of proyiding the means 
to fulfil the public engagements, Their ability to 
diſcharge it in a moderate time can as little be 
doubted as their inclination ; and the moment that 
debt ceaſes, the duty, ſo far as reſpectz the preſent 
eee, SW £0" 


The reſolution recommending the duty, ſpecifies 
the object of it to be the diſcharge of the principal 


and intereſt of the debts already. contracted, or whic 


may be contradted on the faith pf the United States 


or ſupporting the preſent war. 


... Secondly, The rate per cent, is fixed, and it ig 


| pot at the option of the United States to enereaſe it. 
Though the product will vary according tg the va» 


rations in trade; yet as there is this limitation of 


the rate, it cannot be properly ſaid to be indefinite 
as to quantity. 5 | 


By the confederation, Congreſs have an abſolute 


diſcretign in determining the quantum of revenue 


* 
* 


requiſite for. the national expenditure, When this 


is done, nothing remains for. the ſtates, {eparately, 
but the mode of raiſing. 


No ſtate can diſpute the 


obligation to pay the ſum demanded without a breach 
of the confederation; and when the money. comes 
into the treaſury, the appropriation is the excluſive: 
province of the fœderal government. This provi- 
fion of the confederation (without which it would 
be an empty form) comprehends in it the principle 


* g's 


- 

1 
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V 

jn its fulleſt larirude, which the objection under cons 
ſideration treats as tepugnant to the liberty of the 
United States, to wit, an indefinite power of pre- 
{cribing the quantity of money to be raiſed, and of 
appropriating it when raiſe 


If it be ſaid that the ſtates, individually, having 
the collection in their own hands, may refuſe a 
compliance with exorbitant demands, the confede- 
« ration will anſwer, that this is a point af which they 
have no conſtitutional liberty to judge. Such a re- 

} fuſal would be an exertion of er, not of right; 
and the ſame. power which could diſregard a requj- 
fition made; on the authority of the confederation, 

might at any time arreſt the collection of the duty. 

ä The ſame kind of reſponſibility which exiſts with 

reſpe& to the expenditure of the money furniſhed 


—— ———— — —— — — 9s 
* b 


in the farms hitherto practiſed, would be equally 9 
applicable to the revenue from the imports, -- 
# The truth is, the ſecurity intended to the general in 
liberty in the confederation, conſiſts in the frequent 
election, and. in the rotation of the members of 1 


Congteſs, by which there is a cqnſtant and an ef- 
fectual chęck upon, them, This is the ſecurity 
which the people in every ſtate enjoy againſt the 
uſurpations of their internal governments; and it is 
the true ſource of ſecurity in areppeſentatiye republic. 
. The government, ſq conſtituted, 9 77 to have the 
means neceſſary tq anſwer the end of its inſtitution. 
\ By weakening its bands too much, it may be render- 
ed. incapable of providing for the interior harmony 
or the exterior defence of the State, 


4 by 4 


The meaſure in queſtion, if not within the letter, 
is within the ſpirit of the confederation. Cangreſs, 
- by, that, are empowered to borrow money for the . 
ule of the United States, and, by implication, to 

foncert the means neceſſary to accompliſh the end. 
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But without infiſting upon this argument, if the 
confederation has not made proper proviſion for the 
exigencies of the ſtates, it wilf be at all times the 
duty of Congreſs to ſuggeſt further proviſions; and 
when their propoſals are ſubmitted to the unanimous 
conſent of the ſtates, they can never be charged 
with exceeding the bounds of their truſt, Such a 
conſent is the baſis and ſanction of the confederation, 
which expreſly, in the 13th article, empowers Con- 
greſs to agree to and propoſe ſuch additional 
11. ͤ loam A | 


* The remarks hitherto made, have had reference 
3 to the future proſecution of the war. 


here ſtill remains an intereſting light in which the 
ſubje& ought to be view. 
The United States have already contracted debt 
© In Europe, and in this country, for which their 
faith is pledged, The capital of this debt can only 


be diſcharged by degrees; but a fund for this pur. 


poſe, and for paying the intereſt annually, on every 
principle of policy and juſtice, ought to be pro- 
vided. The omiſſion will be the deepeſt ingratitude 
and cruelty to a large number of meritorious in- 
dividuals, who, in the moſt critical periods of the 
war, have adventured their fortunes in ſupport of 
our independence. It would ſtamp the national 
character with indelible diſgracdee. 
An annual proviſion for the purpoſe will be too 
ptecarious. if its continuance and application were 
"certain, it would not afford compleat relief, With 
many, the regular payment of intereſt, by occa- 
ſional grants, would ſuffice; but with many mote 
«It an 7 not. Theſe want the uſe of the principal it- 
'{elf, and they have a right to it; but fince fit"is 
not in our power to pay off the principal, the next 
expedient is to fund the debt, and render" the evi. 
dences of i negotiable. SUS 28 $3202 | 
__ Befides 
1 


— 


| 


3 3 | 

Beides the advantage to individuals from 
this arrangement, the akin ſtock of the nation 
would be increaſed by the whole amount of the 
domeſtic debt, and of courſe the abilities of the 
community to contribute to the public wants. 
The national credit would revive, and ſtand here- 


after on a ſecure baſis. 


This was another object of the propoſed duty. 
If it be conceded that a fimilar fund is neceſſary 


it can hardly be diſputed that the one recommended 
is the moſt eligible. It has been already ſhewn that 


it affects all parts of the community, in proportion 
to their conſumption, and has therefore the be 


pretenſions to equality. It is the moſt agreeable 


tax to the people that can be impoſed, becauſe it 
is paid inſenſibly, and ſeems to be voluntary. _ .... 
It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavour- 


able to commerce, but the contrary can eaſily be 


demonſtrated. It has been ſeen that it does not 
diminiſh the profit of the merchant, and of courſe 


can be no diminution, of his inducements to trade. 


It is too moderate in its amount to diſcourage. the 
conſumption of imported goods, and cannot oy 
that account abridge the extent of importations. 
If it even had this effect, it would be an advantage 
to commerce, by leſſening the proportion of our im- 
Ports to our exports, and inclining the balance in 


tavour of this country. i OATS 
The principal thing to be conſulted for the ad- 


vancement of commerce, is to promote exports. 


All impediments to theſe, either by way of prohi- 
bition or by encreafing the prices of native com- 
modities, decreafing by that means their fale. and 


conſumption at foreign markets, are injurious. 
Duties on exports have this operation, For the 
fame reaſons, taxes on poſſeſſions and the articles 


of 


— — 


— 

* — 
— 
— — 5 


1 


4 ; 2 4 " . 7 2 — — 
—— — — P 2 - 
- ww In oo wk 8 ® 7 * — . — 
- * — — 9 — 4. -- *** — - Ss <1 — — — — — — ww 
5 2 _ = 2 
— : — R - —_ 


—— 
- 


— 2 
Ul 

— — pp 

2 = _ -- 


_—_— 


— 
U— — 


—— 


? 
＋ 

i; 

4 
. 

. 

1 

} * 
4 
14 
; 

1 

I 

4s 

1 £ 
"ut 
N 
* 
bi 
7 
* 

1 
e. 
= 
4 

* 
1 
4 
2 
1 
I, 
14 
4 
{6 
» . 
- > 
* 
x 
* 
4 6 
3B 
+ $ 
} 
« 
+ IR 
1 
* 
i 
4 
W 
* 
0 a, 
1 * 
l 
* 
* 1 
* 
© 3 


IL 


PLE SIE Ir BEL PAS 
r 


F 
— * * * * 2 - " 4 


> »d 2 
* 


2 > 5 . 2 IS "ES — = 2 —— a : — 2 — 
e e eee . 
* — — — 2 = - = _ — = TON — AC r D? 3 * SEL : =. — 27 - — — - 2 y — g 2 > F . + — . 
T———TTT———TT—P—P————— I RE FILES Yr” 0 — hw X 
: . TTT - PISA ; 3 e e, eee 
F , , 
" 7 
6 


" ad 
„ 
4 


2 7 — 
* 2 * 
an © 
2 4 2 
——— — IE 
ESTES CT SS 
*. _ > — - 


_-" 
LINES IS b 

* 5 3 mitt, 2 es 
2 5 
— 2 * 

— CEXEZD 


U 
by . 


* * 
nn Lode Jt 
oe 4. 

R — 


1 | (40) 


of our own 3 or manufacture, whether in 
the form of a land-tax, exciſe, or any other, 
are more hurtful to trade than impoſt duties. The 
tendency of all ſuch taxes is to encreaſe the prices 
of thoſe articles which are the objects of expörta- 
tion, and to enable others to under-ſell us abroad; 
The farmer, if he pays a heavy landitax, muſt en- 
deavour to get more for the ptoducts of his farm £ 
the mechanic and labourer, if they find the ne- 
eeſfaries of life grow dearer by an exciſe, muſt 
endeavour to exact higher wages; and theſe caules 
will produce an encreaſe of prices within, and. BE. 
rate againſt foreign commerce. 

It is not, however, to be inferred; that this Whole 
revenue ought to be drawn from imports: alt ex- 
tremes are to be rejected. The chief thing to be 
attended to is, that the weight of the taxes fall not 
too heavily in the firſt inſtance upon particular 
Parts of the community. A judicious diſtribution 
to all Kinds of taxable property, is a firſt principle 


in taxation. The tendency of theſe obſervations is 


only to ſhew, that taxes on poſſeſſions, on articles 
of our own growth and manufacture, are more 
rejudicial to trade than duties on imports. + 
The obſeryations which conclude the letter on 
which theſe remarks are made, naturally lead to 
Teflections that deferve the ſerious attention of every 


member of the union. There is a happy mean 


between too much confidence and exceſſive jealouſy, 


in which the health and proſperity of a ſtate conſiſt, 


Either extreme is a dangerous vice ; the firſt is a 


_ temptation to men in power to arrogate more than 
_ They have a right to—the latter enervates govern- 


Ment, prevents ſyſtem in the adminiſtration, defeats 
the moſt ſalutary meaſures, breeds confuſion in the 
I, diſguſts and diſcontents —_— the people, 

and 
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\ 
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and may eventually prove as fatal to liberty as the 
cop temper. 
It is certainly pernicious to leave any govern- 


| ment in a ſituation of reſponſibility diſproportioned 


to its power. 

The conduct of the war is intruſted to Congreſs, 
and the public expectation turned upon them, with- 
out any competent means at their command to 
ſatisfy the important truſt. After the moſt full and 
ſolemn deliberation, under a collective view, of 
all the public difficulties, they recommend a mea- 
ſure which appears to them the corner-ſtone of 
the public ſafety: they ſee this meaſure ſuſpended 
for near two years—partially complied. with by 
ſome of 'the ſtates, rejected by one of them, and 
in danger on that account to be fruſtrated; the pub- 
lic embarraſſments every day encreaſing, the dif- 
ſatisf action of the army growing more Nious the 
other creditors of the public clamouring for juſtice ; : 
both irritated by the delay of meaſures for their 
preſent relief or future ſecurity, the hopes of our 
enemies encouraged to protract the war, the zeal 
of our friends depreſſed by an appearance of remiſſ- 
neſs and want of exertion on our part, "Congreſs 
harraſſed, the national character ſuffering, and the 
national- ſafety at the mercy of events. 

T his ſtate of things cannot but be extremely pain- 
ful to Congreſs, and appear to your committee ro 


make it their duty to be urgent to obviate the evils 


with which 1 it is. pregnant. 


Reſolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid . : 
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(No. III.) 


An ESTIMATE of the PRODUCE of the 
IMPOST on IMPORTED ARTICLES. 


EFORE the war the exports from Great - Britain 
to America were eſtimated at three and a half 
nillions ſterling, in which was included tea; but 
there were importations from Ireland, and Scotland, 
as well as from Holland, not included. in that eſti- 
mate. It is now thought beſt to eſtimate the imports 
of all goods from Europe, excluſive of tea, brandy 
and wine, at 3, 500, oool. ſterling, at 4/6 per dollar, 
is 15,555,554 dollars, impoſt of five per cent, ad 
valorem, 4 ET + 9 
On 2,000,000 gallons rum and other ſpi- | 
I wy rs 5-00 per gallon, E þ 66,566 n 
100,000 ditto Madeira wine, 12 13,333 30 
600,000 do. other wine, 6 40,000 
300,000 Ib. Bohea tea, 6 20,000 
25,000 do. other teas, 24 6, 666 
J, ooo cwt. . eee gg, 56 46,666 
. 200,000 Ib, coffee and cocoa, 1 2,222 
2,000,000 gallons molaſſes, 1 * 245224 


— — 


| "Ay 95,550 
Deduct for Collection, about 8 per cent. 79.596 


Net Revenue upon this Eſtimate 91 5,56 


There are no preciſe data from which this com. 
utation could be made with any degree of certainty. 
he number of inhabitants has governed in part, 
and the imports of particular articles into the port 
of Philadelphia have been attended to. 
; e f N * The 


6 

The exactitude of the computation is of the leſs. 
_ conſequence, as the act of the 16th of December, 
1782, ptovides, that if che revenue ſhall at any time 
exceed the annual intereſt, the reſidue ſhall form a 
ſinking- fund for the diſcharge of the Ene bang 
and if it ſhall be found inſufficient, the ſtates WI 
be called upon to enlarge their gratits of reve ue. 
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EXTRACT of a LETTER from the Ho- 

NoURABLE B. FRANKLIN to the Sures- 
 INTENDANT of FINANCE, dated Paſſy, De- 
cember 23, 1782. 50 e 
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« FARIDAY laſt order was given to furniſh me 
1 with {ix hundred thouſand livres immediate= 
1y, and I was anfwered by M. de Vergennes, that 
the reſt of the ſix millions ſhould be paid us quar- 
* rerly in the courſe of the year 1783.” 
I preſſed hard for the whole ſum demanded, 
but was told “ it was impoſſible.” 3 
« ur people certainly ought to do more fo 
themſelves. It is abſurd the pretending to be lovers 
of liberty while they grudge paying for the defence 
of it. It is faid here, that an impoſt of five per cent. 
on all goods imported, though a moſt reaſonable 
propofition, had not been agreed to by all the ftates. 
and was therefore fruſtrated ; and that your newf. 
papers acquaint the world with this, with the non- 
payment of taxes by the people, and with the non- 
payment of intereſt to the creditors of the public. 
| G 2 « The 
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home; and certain funds ſhould be prepared and 
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© Tis knowledge of theſe things have hurt our 
credit and the loan 1 in Holland, and would prevent 
our getting any thing here but from Government. 
The ? toundarion for credit abroad ſhould be laid at, 
eſtabliſhed beforehand, for oy e e at 
leaſt of the intereſt. 4 


is 


4 LETTER from the-HonovraBLE the MI. 
NISTER of FRANCE, to the SUPERIN- 
TEN DAN T of Finance. / 


| Philadelphia, March 15, 1 783. 
81 R. f ha : 
HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform you, that his 
1 majeſty procures for the United States a loan of 
ſix millions, to be employed in the war department 
during the courſe of the current year. While 1 
announce to you this new mark of the King's friend- 
ſhip for the United States, I muſt go into ſome de- 
tails which relate to your operations, and which will 
inform you of the motives which have induced his 
majeſty to make a new effort in favour of his allies. 
During the laſt year, Sir, I rendered an account 
to his majeſty's miniſters of the order which appear- 
ed to me to be introduced into your department, of 
the re- eſtabliſnment of public credit, and of the ceco- 
nomy which accompanied your operations. I added, 
that I conſidered the eſtabliſhment of a general re- 
venue for paying the intereſt and gradual, redemp- 
tion of the principal of the public debt, as extreme- 
ly probable. The delays and difficulties of com- 
munication would not permit me to wait until that 
operation was compleated by the different legiſla- 
turcs, 


* 
* 
2 1 
* 


tures, before I declared the wants of the United 


States; and therefore I undertook to write to the 
Count de Vergennes, that the diſpoſition of the 
people to fulfil the engagements taken and to be 
taken by Congreſs, ſeemed to me ſufficiently. fa- 


vourable to determine his majeſty to lend for the 


year, new ſuccour to the United States, if the ſitua- 
tion of his finances would permit. Theſe aſſurances 
obtained the loan of ſix millions; but the event has 


proved that | was deceived in the hopes which 1 


thought myſelf enabled to give my court; and the 
affairs of your finances, far from being bettered ſince 
the month of September, the period at which my let- 
ters on this ſubject were written, have on the contrary 
gone backward ;1o that I perceive no certainty of the 
reimburſem ent of the ſums formerly lent, or of thoſe 
which now are ſo. Thus, Sir, my haſty aſſurances 
have induced his majeſty to make that advance, and 
in the moment when I am informed of it, I am under 
the diſagreeable neceflity of informing. his minitter 
that the hopes I had given are vaniſhed, and that my 
aſſurances were without foundation. I will ſay no- 
ting of the perſonal embarrafiment which I am tre- 
duced to by theſe circumſtances; but I will take 
the liberty to obſerve, that the belt remedy in the 
preſent conjuncture is, to take as ſoon as poſſible 
thole meaſutres which were not taken when I an- 
nounc d them. | 

hs Count de Vergennes informs me, sir, that 
the ſix millions are lent to the United States in the 


ſame manner and under the ſame conditigns with 


the ſum which, was lent laſt year; that is, to ſay, 
that it ſhall be pad monthly, at the rate of five 
hundred thouſand livres per month. But as it ap- 
prars from hat you did me the honour to write on 
a former oceaſion, that you had anticipated a BY 
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of this ſubſidy, I muſt pray you to conſider, that 
the firſt months of this your will have been employ- 

e anticipations, and that it 
will be proper ſo to combine your drafts, as that 
they ſhall not be preſented but at the monthly pe- 
riods in which the funds are to be providec. 
T have had the honour to inform you, Sir, that 
this money is lent to the United States to enable 


them to carry on the war. The wiſdom of Con- 


greſs will determine according to circumſtances, 
on the manner of effecting that important object, 
and of compelling the enemy by joint efforts to 
conclude a ſolid and permanent peace. os 
It remains for me to inform you, Sir, that the 
king was unable to make this laſt effort without 
extreme difficulty. I have had the honour to com: 
municate thoſe which oppoſe conſiderable loans; 
They are ſo great, that I am commanded to inform 
you, in the moſt poſitive terms, that it will be im- 
poſſible for the king, 1 any caſe whatever, to obtain 
new advances for Congreſs for the' next year. As 
to the reſources which you may ſeek elſewhere than 
in France, the details contained in thoſe letters 
which IT had the honour to read to you, will not per- 
mit a hope of ſucceſs until the United States ſhall 
have eſtabliſhed a permanent public revenue; and 
the delay and repugnance with which they proceed 
in that buſineſs being known in Europe, the dif- 
poſition to lend money to Congreſs ceaſes. Lenders 
lace their money elſewhere: thoſe ſpeculations 
which would have been directed towards the United 
States take a different turn, and it will be extreme- 
ly difficult to bring them back. e 
I abſtain from repeating here the other parts of 


the Count de Vergennes' diſpatches, which I had 
the honour to communicate, becauſe the truths 


they 


they 


(00 


contain are well known to you, and becauſe 


they may all be reduced to this ſingle poſition, that 
without a ſpeedy eſtabliſpment of ſolid general revenue, 
and an exact performance of the engagements which Con- 
greſs have made, you muſt renounce the expettation of 


loans in Europe. 


Lam ordered alſo, Sir, to inform Congreſs, that 
my court expect they will have taken final and ſa- 
tisfactory meaſures to ſecure payment of the inte- 


reſt of the debt contracted with his majeſty by the 


United States; but I content myſelf with commu- 
nicating this circumſtance to you; and before an- 
nouncing it directly to Congreſs, I will wait till 
their preſent embarraſſments ſhall be diminiſhed. 


From theſe details, Sir, you will be able to judge 
| Fx negociating bills upon your 


of the impoſſibili 
plenipotentiaries 
free 


ond the funds which remain 
from the fix millions lent this year. It is very 
clear that ſuch bills will not be 
it is from perfect confidence in your regularity upon 
that ſubje&, that I ſhall aſſure the Count de Ver- 


paid by us; and 


gennes, he may be certain no demand will be made 
on him beyond the ſums already granted. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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(No. V.) 


The UNITED STATES in CONGRESS 
ASSEMBLED, == 


"To ALL who ſhall fee theſe PRESENTS, 
Send GREE TING. 


JH/SEREAS Benjamin Franklin, our miniſter 
VV +plenipotentiary at the court of Verſailles, in 
purſuance of the powers in him veſted, did on the 
fixteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord - one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, with Charles 
Gravier de Vergennes, &c. counſellor of the king 
in all his councils, commander of his orders, mini- 
ſter and ſecretary of ſtate, &c. veſted with full 


powers of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty for the pur- 


pole, enter into, conclude and ſign, a contract be- 

tween his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the United 

States of North-America, in the words following, 

to wit, | | 

A CONTRACT between the KING and the 
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES of NORTH 


AMERICA, entered into by the Count de VER 
GENNES and Mr, FR anKLiv, 16th July, 1782. 


THE king having been pleaſed to attend to the 
requeſts made to him in the name and on behalf 
of the United Provinces of North America, for 
aſſiſtance in the war and invaſion under which they 
had for ſeveral years groaned; and his majeſty, after 


entering into a treaty of amity and commerce with 
ET "OTE RED the 


* 


( 49 ); 


the ſaid confederated provinces on the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, 1778, having had the goodneſs. to ſupport 
them, not only with his forces by land and ſea, but 
alſo with advances of money, as abundant as they 
were effectual, in the critical ſituation to which 
their affairs were reduced: It has been Judged pro- 
per and neceſſary to ſtate exactly the amount of thoſe 
advances, the conditions on which the king, made 
them, the periods at which the Congreſs of the 
United States have engaged to repay them to his 
majeſty? s royal treaſury, and in fine, to ſtate this 
matter in ſuch a way as for the futute to prevent all 
difficulties capable of interrupting the good har- 
mony which his. majeſty is reſolved to maintain and 
preſerve between him and the ſaid United States, For 
executing fo, laudable a purpoſe, and with a view 
to ſtrengthen the bands of amity and, commerce 
which ſubſiſt between his majeſty and the faid United 
States: we Charles Gravier de Vertzennes, &c.. 
counſellor of the king in all his cagacils, com- 
mander of his orders, miniſter and ſecretary of ſtare, 
and of his commands and finances, veſted with full 
powers of his majeſty to us given for this purpole: 
and we, Benjamin Franklin, miniſter' plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of North America, in 
like manner veſted with full powers of the Congreſs 
of che ſaid ſtates for the preſent purpoſe; Vader 
duly communicating our I powers, have 
agreed to the OE articles: : 
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It is — and certified, that the ſums advanced L 
by his majeſty to the Congreſs of the United States, | 
under the title of a loan, in the years 1778, 1779, 


* e and the W 17 2, amount to the 
ſum 
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ſum of eighteen million of livres, money of France, 
according to the following twenty-one receipts of the 
abovementioned under-written miniſter of Congreſs, | 
given in virtue of his full powers, to wit, Bk 


28 February, 5 — 


I 

2 19 May, * 
3 1 Nod. — 
4 


-# k % 
4 


750,000 


- 0 750,000 


750, oo 


x November, 736 dg 750,0 000 


16 September, 
4 October, - = = 
21 December, 


6 10 June, 177 -* + 
7 
8 


23 i 1780, — 


Ma.. 


11 1 June 


12 5 October, 
13 27 November, =» 3 


I 15 SCARY; 178 I, 
I5 May, — 8 
| 15 Auguſt, 2 
1 Auguſt; Kip 
18 1 5 November, 


10 April, 1782, . 
3 July, < 8's 
5 of ha ſame month, 


3; 


15 2 75, O00 


£ * 
* * 
„ — - 
= FY 


— 35, O00, O0 
250, 0 | 


21 , ooo, ooo | 
750; e ua 
- 750,000. 

250,000 


= 750,000 


I $000,000 


-4,000,000 


hs | 50,000 | 


9 7 750, ooo 


1,000,000 


- 750,000 


— 


—4,000,000 
1,500,000 FIOS in 
1,500,000 
006,000 


— — 6,000,000 


» — 


Amounting in the whole to eighteen 


| millions, N 


18 ooo, ooo 


Buy which receipts the faid miniſter has promiſed 
in the name of Congreſs, and in behalf of the Thir- 


teen 


1 
teen United States, to cauſe to be paid and reim- 
burſed to the royal treafury of his majeſty, on the 
iſt of January, 1788, at the houſe of his grand 
banker at Paris, the ſaid ſum of eighteen millions 
money of France; with intereſt at five per cent. per 
annum. | | 


ARTICLE I. 


Conſidering that the payment of ſo large a capital 
at the one ſtipulated period the firft of January 1788, 
may greatly injure the finances of the Congreſs of 
the United States, and it may perhaps be even im- 
practicable on that footing ; his majeſty has been 
pleaſed, for that reaſon, to recede in that reſpect 
from the tenor of the receipts which the miniſter of 
Congreſs has given for the eighteen million livres 
tournois, mentioned in the foregoing article, and 
has conſented that the payment of the capital, in 
ready money at the royal treaſury, be in twelve 
equal payments of 1,500.000 livres each, and in 
twelve years only, to commence from the third year 


after a peace. 
ARTICLE m. 


Although the receipts of the miniſter of the Con- 
greſs of the United States ſpecify, that the eighteen 
million of livres above mentioned, are to be paid at 
the royal treaſury, with intereſt at five per cent. per 
annum; his majeſty being willing to give the ſaid 
United States a new proof of his affection and friend- 
ſhip, has been pleaſed to make a preſent of, and to 
forgive the whole ariears of intereſt to this day, and 
from thence to the day of the date of the treaty of 
peace; a favour which the miniſter of the Congteſs 
of the United States acknowledges to flow from the 

N H 2 pure 


(5 } 


pure bounty of the King, and which he accepts. in 
the name of the ſaid United States with one 
and lively acknowledgements. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The payment of the ſaid eighteen millions of 
livres tournois, ſhall be in ready money at the royal 
treaſury of his majeſty at Paris, in twelye equal parts, 
and at the terms ſtipulated in the above ſecond ar- 
ticle. The intereſt of the ſaid ſum at five per cent. 
per annum ſhall commence with the date of the treaty 
of peace, and ſhall be paid at every period of the 
partial payments of the capital, and ſhall diminiſh 
in proportion with the payments; the Congreſs of 
the ſaid United States being left, however, at liberty 
to free themſ-lves ſooner from this obligation by 
anticipated payments, in caſe the ſtate of their 
finances will admit. 


ARTICLE v. 


Although the loan of five millions of florins g 
Holland, agreed to by the States General of the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, on the terms 
of the obligation paſſ:d on the 5th of November, 
1781, between his majeſty and the ſaid States Gene- 
ral, has been made in his majeſty's name, and gua- 
ranteed by him; it is nevertheleſs acknowledged by 
theſe preſents, that the ſaid loan was made in reality 
on account and for the ſervice of the United States 
of North America; and that the capital, amounting 
at a moderate valuation to the ſum of ten millions 


|  Iivres tournois, has been paid to the ſaid United States, 


agretably'to a receipt for the payment of the ſaid 
ſum, given by the underſigned miniſter of Congreſs 
the ſeventh. day of oe! laſt. 


AR 


6 53 ) 
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By the convention of the ſaid 5th of November, 
1781, the king has been pleaſed to promiſe and en- 
gage to furniſh and pay at the general counter of the 
States General of the Netherlands, the capital of the 
ſaid loan, with the intereſt at four per cent. per ann. 
without any charge or deduction whatever to the 
lenders, ſo that the ſaid capital ſhall be wholly re- 
paid after the ſpace of five years, the payments to be 
made in ten equal periods, the firſt of which to com- 
mence the ſixth year from the date of the loan, and 
afterwards from year to year to the final payment of 
the ſaid ſum; but it is in like manner acknowled 

by this act, that this engagement was entered into b 
the king, at the requeſt ot the underſigned miniſter 
of the United States, and on the promiſe by him 
made in the name of Congreſs, and on behalf of 
the Thirteen United States, to cauſe to be reim- 
bur ſedand paid at the royal treaſury of his majeſty 
at Paris, the capital intereſt and coſt of the ſaid 
loan, according to the conditions and terms fixed by 
the ſaid convention of the 5th of N ovember, 1781. 


ARTICLE VII. 


It is accordingly agreed and ſettled, chat the fon 
of ten million livres tournois, being by a moderate 
computation the principal of the loan of five millions 
of Holland florins abovementioned, ſhall be reim- 
burſed, and paid in ready money at the royal treaſury 
of his majeſty at Yaris, with the intereſt at four per 
cent. per annum, in ten equal payments of one 
milhon each, and in ten terms, the firſt of which 
ſhall be on the sch of November 1787, the 
ſecond, the gth of November 1788, and 10 from 
year 


OED 

year to year till the final payment of the ſaid ſum of 
ten millions, the intereſt leſſening in proportion with 
the partial payments of the capital. But in conſe- 
quence of the king's affection for the United States, 
his majeſty has been pleaſed to charge himſelf with 
the expence of commiſſions and bank for the ſaid 
loan, of which expences his majeſty has made a pre- 
ſent to the United States; and this their under- ſigned 
miniſter accepts with thanks in the name of Con- 


greſs, as a new proof of his majeſty's generoſity and 
| friendſhip for the ſaid United States. | 


ARTICLE VII 


With regard to the intereſt of the ſaid loan du- 
ring the five years preceding the firſt term of pay- 
ment of the capital, as the king has engaged to pay 
it at the general counter of the States General of 
the Netherlands, at the rate of four per cent. yearly, 
and every year, counting from the 5th of Novem- 
ber 1781, according to the convention of that day, 
the miniſter of Congreſs acknowledges that the re- 
payment of that is due to his majeſty by the United 
States ; and he engages in the name of the ſaid United 
States, to cauſe payment thereof to be made, at 
the ſame time and at the ſame rate, at the royal trea- 
ſury of his majeſty; the firſt year's intereſt to be 
paid the gth of November next, and ſo yearly du- 
ring the five years preceding the firſt term for the 
payment of the capital, fixed as above on the 5th of 
November 1787. | FH 1 
The high contracting parties reciprocally bind 
themſelves to the faithful obſervance of this con- 
tract, the ratifications of which ſhall be exchanged 
in the ſpace of nine months from this day, or ſooner 
if poſſible. N 

; | . In 


6 
In teſtimony whereof, we the ſaid plenipoten- 


tiaries of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and of the 
Thirteen United States of North America, in virtue 


of our reſpective powers, have ſigned theſe preſents, 


and thereunto fixed the ſeal of our arms. 


Done at Verſailles, the ſixteenth day of July, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two. 


- GRAVIER pz VERGENNES, (L. S.) 


B. FRANKLIN, (L. S.) 


NOW KNOW YE, That we the ſaid United 


States in Congrels aſſembled, impreſſed with a moſt 
lively ſenſe of the generoſity and affection mani- 
feſted by His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in the above 
contract, have ratified and confirmed, and by theſe 
preſents do ratify and confirm the ſaid contract, 
and every article and clauſe thereof. And we do 
hereby empower our miniſter plenipotentiary at the 
court of Verſailles to deliver this our act of ratifi- 
cation, in exchange for the ratification of the ſaid 
contract on the part of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed our ſeal 
to be hereunto affixed. Witneſs his Excel- 
lency ELIAS BOUDINOT, Preſident, 
this twenty ſecond day of January, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty- three, and of 
out ſovereignty and independence the ſe- 
venth. "py N 
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The CONTRACT entered into by * Ho- 
nourable J. ADAMS, in behalf of the 


. UNITED STATES, with Sundries, "og * 
Loan of F ive Millions of Florins. 


( TRANSLATION from the, WU 1. 
Minuted on a Seal of 48 Stivers, Oe” 


, (Signed). . 
Va Holz, Notary. OVA WO: 


IN the 11th day of June, in the year © one whois 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty- two, appeared 
before me, Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of 
Aamſterdam, admitted by the wennn court of 
Holland, 8 

The Lonoutable John Adams; eie miltifter 
plenipotentiary on the part of the United States of 
America, by their High Mightineſſes the Lords 
States General of the United Netherlands, &c. &c. 
in quality, as eſpecially qualified and authoriſed by 
the abovementioned States of America in Congreſs 
aſſembled, for and in behalf of the ſaid States of 
America, torraife a loan with any perſon or pe rſons, 
Nates or companies, with ſubjoined zffurance in 
good faith to ratify and fulfi} all that ſhall be done 
in this reſpect by him, honourable appearer, ac- 


| cording to authentic copy and tranflation of the 


original commiſſion or power exhibited to me, no- 
tary, and depoſited in my cuſtody, in behalf of the 
Joint money-lenders, 

25. | The 


( 97-3 


The honourable appearer reſiding i in the Hague, 
but being now in this city. 

And the honourable appearer acknowledged "The 

ſelf, in his aforeſaid quality, and thus in the name 


and in behalf of the abovementioned States of Ame- 


rica, to be duly and lawfully indebted to and in 
| behalf of ſundry perſons, or money-lenders, in all 

a ſum of one million of guilders, Dutch current 
moseyt ariſing from and on account of ſo much 


ready money received by him, honourable appearer, 


in his aforeſaid quality, to his perfect ſatisfaction, 
from the ſaid money-lenders, in conſequence of the 


receipt hereafter mentioned, to be ſigned by the 


honourable appearer, under the authentic copies 
hereof, expreſsly and formally diſavowing the ex- 
cuſe of untold monies. 


And the honourable appearer promiſed, in bis 


aforeſaid quality, to repay in this city the ſaid ſum 
of one million of guilders, free from all coſts, 
charges and damages, to the abovementioned mo- 
ney lenders, or their aſſigns, at the expiration of 
fifteen years after the iſt day of June 1782 ; and] 
that in the following manner, to wit, 

That the abovementioned capital ſhall remain 
fixed during the ſpace of ten years, and that with 
the eleventh year, and thus on the firſt day of June 
1793, a fifth part, or two hundred thouſand guilders 
of the ſaid capital of one million, ſhall be redeem- 
ed, and in the ſame manner from year to year until 
the 1ſt day of June 1797, inclulive, ſo that the 
whole capital ſhall be redeemed and diſcharged with- 
in the abovemntioned ſpace of fifteen years. 

And that for ſaid capital, at firſt for the whole, 
and afterwards for the refidue, at the expiration of 
every year, intereſt ſhall be paid, at the rate of 


five per cent. in the year commencing the firſt day 


of. 


—— + 
— 
— - 


—— 9 — 4 — Ke > — 
* 222 —— — - — . YL 
— — — —S <> 
= —— — — —— 


— 
22 — —— 
— 
— —- 


—— 
——— —— 


— r 
4 — 


— — —— 


x, — : 8 
— A 8 32 > - a 
— — — 2 >, 0 a an ner oo — 


— > an oa oct Satan * 
— - - _— 


— — 


— 2 — — — 
— — IT — — — — ſ— — 
— -v — - Ear — 


wie —— vr. —— — SS — <4 as bs Is — - = 
— 2 * — b 1 7 4 


g = — 7 — 
r 


% 


c 55 ) 


of June ot and to continue: until the . ac. 
compliſhment, and that on coupons to be ſigned by 
or for account of ſaid honourable appearer. in his 
aforeſaid quality. 

That the e redeeming ſhall be 
performed by drawing in preſence of a notary and 
witneſſes in this city, after the expiration of the 
firſt mentioned ten years, in ſuch a manner that the 
Nos: of the obligations drawn ſhall be by times 
made known in the public papers. 

That the payment of the intereſts, as alſo the r re- 
deeming of the reſpective periods, fhall be made at 
the compting- houſes of the hereafter mentioned 
gentlemen, directors, or at ſuch other places within 
this city, as ſhall likewiſe be advertiſed in the public 
papers. 

That the e of this negociation ſhall be 
meſſrs. Wilhelm et Jan Willink, N icolaas et Jacob 
Van Staphorſt, and de la Lande et Fynje, merchants 
of this city, who are by theſe preſents thereto named 
and appointed by the honourable appearer, in his 

_ aforeſaid quality. 

The honourable appearer promiſing and engaging, 
in the names of his conſtituents, that the amount of 
the iatereſts and of the redeemings to Le made from 
time to time of the ſaid capital, ſhall be in due time 
remitted to the aforeſaid gentlemen directors, their 
heirs or ſucceſſors, in good bills of exchange, Ame- 
* rican products, or in ready money, without any 
- abatemenr or deduction whatſoever. | 

That this obligation ſhall never be ſubject t to any 
mpoſt or taxes already laid or in time to come to be 
laid in the ſaid United States of America, even in 
caſe (which God forbid) any war, hoſtilities or di- 
viſions ſhould ariſe between the aforeſaid United 


States, or any of them, on the one ſide, and the 
ſtates 
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ſtates of theſe lands on the other, that the payment 
of the capital or intereſts of this obligation can in 


no wiſe, nor under any pretext whatſorver, be hin- 


dered or delayed. 8 
The honourable appearer, in his aforeſaid quality, 
promiſing and engaging, moreover, for and in the 
names of the ſaid United States, that there ſhall 
never be made by them, or on their parts, or any 
of them in particular, any convention or treaty, 
ublic or private, at the making of peace or other- 
wiſe, by which the validity and accompliſhment; of 
theſe preſents might be prejudiced, or whereby any 
thing contrary thereto might be ſtipulated, but that 
without any exception the contents hereof ſhall be 
maintained in full force. Mims 
The honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality 
likewiſe promiſes, engages and binds himſelf by theſe 
preſents, that this engagement ſhall be ratified and 


approved as ſoon as poſſible by ſaid United States 


in Congreſs aſſembled, and that authentic copy tran- 
ſlation of ſaid ratification, with the original, ſnall be 
depoſited in cuſtody of me, notary, to be there kept 
with ſaid authentic copy tranſlation of the commiſ- 
ſion or power of him honourable appearer, and the 
engroſſed hereof, for the ſecurity of the money - len · 
ders, until the abovementioned capital and intereſts 
as aforeſaid ſhall be redeemed and paid off. . 
And there ſhall be made of this act (as the honour- 


able appearer in his aforeſaid quality conſents) above 


and belides the abovementioned engroſſed, one thou- 
ſand authentic copies which ſhall be of the ſame 
force and value and have the ſame effect as the en- 
groſſed one, under every one of which copies, ſhall 
be placed a receipt of one thouſand guilders Dutch 
current money, either on name or in blank, at the 
choice of the rr to be ſigned by him 
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arable appearer, and which receipts ſhall be re- 
ſpectively numbered from No. 1 to 1000 incluſive, 
and counterſigned by abovementioned gentlemen di- 
rectors, and duly atteſted by me, notary, as æ teſti- 
mony that no more than one thouſand obligations 
are numbered in virtue of this act. All which au- 
thentic copies, with the receipts thereunder placed, 

ſhall at the redeeming of the capital be reſtored by 
the bearers. | 

On failure of prompt payment as well of the capital, 
as of the intereſts at the appointed periods, the capi- 
tal or reſidue thereof may be demanded by the gen- 
tlemen directors in behalf of the money-lenders, wha 
ſhall then be intereſted thereinz and the atoreſaid 
principals: and cominittents of him, honourable ap- 
pearer, ſhall in that caſe be held and bound to re- 
deem and diſcharge immediately in one ſum the rex 
maining capital with the intereſts and charges. 

For he accompliſhment and performance of all 
the above written, the honourable appearer binds in 
his aforeſaid quality, and thus in the names and on 
the part of the abovementioned United States of 
America, the ſaid United States of America 
jointly and each of them in particular, to: 
gether with all their lands, chattels, revenues and 
products, together with impoſts and taxes already 
laid and raiſed! | in the ſame, or 4n time to come to be 
aid and raiſed, and thus of all the United States o 
America jointly and of each of the ſame j in Particuy 
lar for the whole, 

He the honourable appearer' renouncing, in the 
names as above, for that purpoſe expreſsly beneficium 
divifionis as likewiſe de duobus vel pluribus reis debendi, 
fignifying a retribution of debts, and that when two 
or more are indebted, each of them can ſatisfy with 
the payment of their portion; the honourable ap- 

Pearer promiſing in his aforeſaid quality, mm ta 
| | ave 
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have recourſe to the ſaid or to any other evaſions 


whatſoever. | 


FPnhis being paſſed (after tranſlation into Engliſh 
was made hereof, and which likewiſe is ſigned by 


the honourable appearer, and depoſited in the cuſto- | 


dy of me the ſaid notary) within Amſterdam afore, 
ſaid, in the preſence of 85 

Stan VICTES. Fi witneſſes. 

Cornelis Man cHANx, | * 


(Signed) P. G. Van Hor r, notary, 

Coll: | | 

Faithfully tranſlated from the Dutch, Amſter. 
dam, this 17th day of Jane, 1782. 


Sworn Tranſlator. 


There are four others. of the ſame tenor and date, 
numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, making in the whole five mil- 
lions guilders ; and each-of the ſaid contracts is ra- 
tified by Congreſs, and by their order endorſed as 
follows; 5 5 | 1 4 
BE it remembered, that the five ſeveral contracts 
or engagements entered into by the honourable John 
Adams, eſquire, miniſter plenip | 
United States of America, to their High Mighti- 
neſſes the Lords the States General of the United 
Netherlands, in behalf of the ſaid United States, 
bearing date the eleventh day of June, in the year 
1782, and purparting to be 05 each of them 
for the payment of a million of guilders, Dutch cur- 
rent money, by the United States to certain money - 
lenders, under the negociation of Meſſrs. Wilhelm 

and Jan Willink, Nicolaas and Jacob van Stapharſt, 
and de la Lande and Fynje, merchants in Aqiſter- 
dam, were read in Congrels, approved and ratified, 
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and the ſame ere hereby ratified, and declared a 


* on the ſaid United States. 


Done in the State-Houſe, at Philadelphi by 
the United States of America, in Congrels 
aſſembled, the fourteenth day of September, 

in the year of our Lord 1782, and in the 
ſeventh year of our independence, 


JOHN HANSON, Preſident, 
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15 1 88 (No. VII.) 
To the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS 
_© Aﬀembled, 


The ADDRESS and PETITION of the OFFICERS 


of the ARMY of the UNITED STATES, 


" HumBLy SHEWETH, - 
HAT we the officers of PE army of the United 
States, in behalf of ourſelves 90 our brethren 


the ſoldiers, beg leave with all proper deference and 
15 — freely to ſtate to Congreſs, the ſupreme 


wer of the United States, the great diſtreſs under 
Which we labour. 


At this period of the war it is with peculiar pain 


we find ourſelves conſtrained to addreſs your auguſt 


body, on matters of a pecuniary nature. We have 


ſtruggled with our difficulties year after year, under 
the hopes that each would be the laſt; bur we have 
been diſappointed. We find our embarraſſments 
thicken ſo faſt, and have become ſo complex, that 
many of us are Abe to go further, In this exi- 


; ene 


* 


19 
gence we apply to Congreſs for relief, as our head 
and ſovereign. 5 1 9 OY 
To prove that our hardſhips are exceedingly diſ- 
proportionate to thoſe of any other citizens of Ame- 
rica, let a recurrence be had to the paymaſter's ac- 
counts, for four years paſt. If to this it ſhould be 
objected, that the reſpective ſtates have made ſettle- 
ments and given ſecurities for the pay due, for part 
of that time, let the preſent value of thoſe nominal 


obligations be aſcertained by the monied men, and 


they will be found to be worth little indeed; and 
yet, trifling as they are, many have been under the 
ſad neceſſity of parting with them to prevent their 
families from actually ſtarving. | 
We complain that ſhadows have been offered to 
us, while the ſubſtance has been gleaned by others. 
Our fituation compels us to ſearch for the cauſe 
of our extreme poverty. The citizens murmur at 
the greatneſs of their taxes, and are aſtoniſhed that 
no part reaches the army. The numerous demands, 
which are between the firſt collectors and the ſoldiers, 
Twallow up the whole. e 
Our diſtreſſes are now brought to a point. We 
have borne all that men can bear our property is 
expended - our private reſources are at an end 


and our friends are wearied out and diſguſted wirh 


our inceſſant applications. We therefore moſſ ſeri- 
ouſly and earneſtly beg, that a ſupply of money 
may be forwarded to the army as ſoon as poſſible. 
The uneaſineſs of the ſoldiers for want of pay, is 
great and dangerous; any further experiments on 
their patience, may have fatal effects. e 

The promiſed ſubſiſtence or ration of proviſions, 
conſiſted of certain articles ſpecified in kind and 
quantity. This ration, without regard, that we 
can conceive, to the health of the troops, has been 
Pm frequently 
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frequently altered, as neceſſity or conveniency ſug- 
geſted, generally long by the change ſome part of 
its ſubſtance. On an average, not more than ſeven 
ot eight tenths have been iſſued; the retained parts 
were, for a ſhort time, paid for; but the buſineſs 
became trouble ſome to thoſe who were to execute IT, 


For this, or ſome. other reaſons, all regard to the 


dues, as they reſpected the [pldizcs has been diſ- 
continued (now and then a trifling gratuity excep- 


ted). As theſe dues reſpe&ed the officers, they 


were compenſated during one year and part of an- 
other, by an extra ration; as to the retained rations, 
the account for ſeveral years remained unſettled: 
there is a large balance due upon it, and a conſider- 
able ſum for that of forage. 

The cloathing was another part of the ſoldiers 


hire. The arrearat ges on that ſcore, for the year 


1777, Were paid off in continenta money, when the 
dollar was worth about four-pence; the arrearages 
for the following years are unliquidated, and we 
apprehend ſcarcely thought of, bur by the army. 
Whenever there has been a real want of means, any 
defect in ſyſtem, or neglect in execution, in che de- 
partments of the army, we have invariably been the 
luffcrers, by hunget and nakedneſs, and by languiſh- 

#INg in an hoſpital. 

| We beg leave to urge an immediate adjuſtment 
of all dues; that as great a part as poſſible be 
paid, and the remainder put on ſuch a footing as 
will reſtore cheerfulneſs to the army, revive confi- 


dence in the juſtice and generoſity of its conſtituents, 


and contribute to the very deſireable effect of re- 

eſtabliſhing public credit. 

WWe are grieved to find, that our brethren, who 

 xetired from ſervice on half pay, under the reſolution 

of Congreſs in 1780, are not only deſtitute of any 
effectual 


r 


. 
effectual proviſion, but are become the objects of 


obloquy. Their condition has a very 3 | 
aſpe& on us, who muſt ſooner or later retire,, and 
from every conſideration of juſtice, gratirude, and 
policy, demands attention and redreſs,  , _ 
We regard the act of Congrels reſpecting half 
pay, as an honourable and juſt recompence for ſeve- 
ral years hard ſervice, in which the health and for- 
tunes of the officers have been worn down and ex- 
hauſted. We ſee with chagrin the odious point of. 
view in which the citizens of too many, of the ſtates 
_ endeavour to place the men entitled to it. We hope, 
for the honour of human nature, that there are none 
ſo hardened in the ſin of ingratitude, as to deny the 
Juſtice of the reward. We have reaſon. to believe, 
that the objection generally is againſt the mode only. 
To prevent, therefore, any altercations and diſtinc- 4 
tions, which may tend to injure thatharmony which | 
we ardently deſire may reign throughout the com- a 
munity, we are willing to commute the half pay | 
pledged, for full pay, for a certain number of years, | 
or for a ſum in groſs, as ſhall be agreed to by the 
committee ſent with this addreſs. And in this we 
pray, that the diſabled officers and ſoldiers,” with the 
widows and orphans of thoſe who have expended, 
or may expend their lives in the fervice of their || 
country, may be fully comprehended. We alfo YN 
beg, that ſome mode may be pointed out for the i 
eventual payment of thoſe ſoldiers who are the iy 
ſubjects of the reſolution of Congreſs of the 15th 9 
of May, 1778. | 1 
To the repreſentation now made, the army have if 
not a doubt that Congreſs will pay all that atten- | 
tion which the ſerious nature of it requires, It 
would be criminal in the officers to conceal the ge- 
neral diſſatis faction which prevails, and is gaining 
| K ground 
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ground in the army, from the preſſure of evils and 
injuries, which, in the courſe of ſeven long years, 


have made their condition, in many inſtances, 


. wretched. They therefore entreat, that Congreſs, 


to convince the army and the world, that the in- 


dependence of America-ſhall not be placed on the 


ruin of any particular claſs of her citizens, will 
point out a mode for immediate redreſs, 


00 

JOHN PATERSON, B. Gene 

JOHN PAT ERS i becatt 3 & / F e. 
. GREATON, Colonel, rt og, 
OHN CRANE, Colonel, MN A ne wy * 
- MAXWELL, Lieut. Colonel, | 1 


On the part of che 
Connecticut line. 


. SWIFT, Colonel, 
SAMUEL B. WEBB, Colonel, 
E. HUNTINGTON, Lt. Col.” 


P. CORTLANDT, Colonel, Bog pare ou 29d 


JOHN N. CUMMINGS, Lt. Col. | On the part of the 


New Jerſey line. 


. HUNTINGTON, B. — 


WILLIAM SCOTT, Major, } pn the part of the New 


W. EUSTTIS, Hoſpital Surgeon, 182 the part of the 


General Hoſpital. 
MOSES HAZEN, Brigadier-general. Pp 
Cantonments, Hudſon's River, December, 1782. 
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EXTRACT « 2: a LETTER * Mint Ex- 
CELLENCY GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
dated Head- Quarters, March, 1: 2. I 28 3. 


4 8 IR, 


8 J. is 0 inexpreſſible concern 4 ara the fol- 
& * lowing report to your excellency. Two 


ays ago, anonymous papers were circulated in 
the army, requeſting a general meeting of the 
te officers on the next day.—A copy of o theſe 
„papers is encloſed, No. .. 
About the ſame time another anonymous paper, 
<«« purporting to be an addreſs to the officers of the 
4 army, was handed about in a clandeſtine manner. 
“f A copy of this is marked, No. 2. | 
To prrvent any precipitate and e re- 
»* ſolutions from being taken at this perilous mo- 
„ ment, While the paſſions were all inflamed: as 
** ſoon as theſe things came to my knowledge, the 
*© next morning, 1 iſſued the incloſed order, No. g. 
; © And in this fituation the matter now reſts. 
Since writing the foregoing, another anony- 
* mous paper has been put in en a yy 
4:85 _—_ which. 1s rt No. 4 l n hi 
Q. * u 
| 1 (No. 1.) * 
| mY MEETING. F the general and geld officers 
ig requeſted at the public building, on Tueſday 
next, at 11 o'clock; A commiſſioned officer from 
each company is expected, and a delegate from the 


medical ſtaff. The object of this convention is to 8 
- conſider the late letter from our 8 in 
1 Philadelphia; 


— — — — 
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Philadelphia; and 1 meaſures (if any) ſhould 
be adopted, to obtain that redreſs of grievances 
which they ſeem to have Ancien vain. 


. * 9 
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n 1 WELENSE 


re the" OFFICERS of the ARMY. 
Gentlemen, 1] 2 ®: 


A FELLOW-SOLDIER; whoſe FORE a af. 
fections bind him ſtrongly to you, whoſe paſt ſuffer. 
ings have been as great, and whoſe future *fortuhg/ 


may be as deſperate as' © ver eue beg leave o 


addreſs 

Age has its claims, and aul is not without i Its 
pretenſions to ad viſe: but, though unſupported by 
both, he flatters himſelf, that the plain language 
of ſincetity and r e will meier be unheard 
nor unregarded. F 
Like many of you, he loved private life; and 
7 it with regret. He left it, determined to retire 
from the field with the neceſſity that called him to 
it, and not till then—not till the enemies of his 
country, the ſlaves of power, and the hirelings of 
injuſtice, were compelled to abandon their ſchemes, 
and acknowledge America as terrible in arms as ſhe 
had been humble in remonſtrance. With this ob- 
ject in view, he has long ſhared in your toils, and 
mingled in your dangers.—He has felt the cold 
hand of poverty without a murmur, and has ſeen the 
inſolence of wealth without a igh—But too much 
under the direction of his wiſhes, and ſometimes 
weak enough to miſtake defire for opinion, he has 
till lately very lately believed in the juſtice of his 
country. He hoped, that as the clouds of adver- 
ſity ſcattered, and as the ſunſhine of peace and bet- 
ter fortune broke i in upon us, the coldneſs and ſe- 
verity 


\ 


3 4 

verity of covernment. would relax, and that, more 
tthan juſtice, thaꝶ gratitude would blaze forth upon 
thoſe hands which had upheld her in the darkeit 
ſtages of her paſſage from impending ſervitude. to 
acknowledged independence. But faith has its li- 
mits as well as temper, and there are points be- 
-yond which neither can be ſtretched, withoat ſink- 
ing into cowardice or plunging into credulity 
This, my friends, I conceive to be your ſituation.— 
Hurried tothe very verge of both, another ſtep 
ould ruin you for ever.— TO be tame and un- 

rovoked when injuries preſs hard upon you, is more 
than weakneſs; but to look up for kinder uſage, 
without one manly effort of your, on, would fax 


. your character, and ſhew the world how richly,you 


deſerve; thoſe. chains you broke. To guard againſt 
this evil, let us take a review of the ground upon 
Which we now- ſtand, and from thence carry our 
thoughts forward for a moment, into the une fare 
field of expedient. 

After a purſuit of ſeven; long ears, che object 
for which we ſet, out is at length brought within our 
reach.— Ves, my friends, that ſuffering courage of 
yours was actiye once it has conducted the United 

States of America through a doubtful and a bloody 
War. It has placed ber in the chzir of independ- 
ency, and peace returns again to bleſs whom ? 
A country willing to redreſs your wrongs, cheriſh 
your worth, and reward your. ſervices; a co 
courting your return to private life with tears of 
- gratitude and ſmiles, of admiration ; longing to di- 
vide with you that independency which, your gal- 
lantry has given, and thoſe riches which your wounds 
have preſerved? Is this the caſe ? or is it rather, 3 
country that tramples upon your rights, diſdainz 
"om cries, and infults our diſtreſſes ? Have you 


not, 
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net, more than once, fuggeſted your wiſhes, and 
made known your wants to Qongreſs? wants 
and wiſhes which gratitude and policy ſhould: have 
anticipated, rather than evaded. . And have you not 
lately, in the meek language of entreating memo- 
rials, begged from their juſtice,” what you would 
no longer expect from their favour? How have you 


been anſwered? Let the letter which you are called 


to conſider to-tnorrow make reply. | 
If this, then, be your treatment, while the ſwords 


you wear are neceſſary for the defence of America, 


what have you to expect from * ace, when your 
voice ſhall fink, and your ſtrength diſſipate by divi- 


ſion? when thoſe very ſwords, the inſtruments and 


companions of your glory, ſhall be taken from your 


ſides, and no remaining mark of military diſtinction 
left, but your wants, infirmities and ſcars? Can you 
then conſent to be the only ſufferers by this revolu- 
tion, and retiring from the field; grow old in poverty, 


wretchedneſs and contempt? Can you conſent to 
wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe 


the miſerable remnant of that life to charity, which 


has hitherto been ſpent in honour ? If you can co, 
Land carry with you the jeſt of Tories and the ſcorn 
of Whigs, — the ridicule, and, what is worſe, the pity 
of the world. Go, ſtarve, and be forgotten! But if 
your ſpirit ſhould revolt at this; if you have ſenſe 
enough to diſcover, and ſpirit enough to oppoſe 
tyranny under whatever garb it may aſſume ; whether 
it be the plain coat of republieaniſm, or the ſplendid 
robe of royalty; if you * yet learned to diſcrimi- 
nate between a people and a cauſe, between men and 
principles — awake attend to your ſituation and re- 


drels yourſelves. If the preſent moment be loſt, 
every future effort is in vain; and your threats then, 

will be as empty as your intreaties now. es 
den 8 


1 would 


i 
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I would adviſe you, therefore, to come to ſome 


final opinion upon what you can bear, and what you 
will ſuffer, - 11 your determination be in any propor- 

tion to your wrongs, carry your appeal from the 
juſtice to the fears of government. Change the milk 
and water ſtyle of your laſt memorial; aſſume a 
bolder tone - decent, but lively, ſpirited and deter- 
mined, and ſuſpect the man who would adviſe to 
more moderation and longer forbearance. Let two 
or three men who can feel as well as write, be ap- 
pointed to draw up your. laſt remonſtrance; for I 
would no longer give it the ſueing, ſoft, unſucceſsful 


epithet of memorial. Let it be repreſented in lan- 


guage that will neither diſhonour you by its rude- 
neſs, nor betray you by its fears; what has been pro- 
miſed by Congreſs, and what has been performed ;— 


how long and how patiently you have ſuffered, how 


little you have aſked, and how much of that little 
has been denied. Tell them, that though you were 
the firſt, and would wiſh to be the laſt to encounter 
danger; though deſpair itſelf can never drive you 
into diſhonour, it may drive you from the field; that 
the wound often irritated, and never healed, may at 
length become incurable; and that the ſlighteſt mark 
of indignity from Congreſs now, muſt operate like 
the grave, and part you for ever: that in any politi- 
cal event, the army has its alternative. If peace, 
that nothing ſhall ſeparate them from your arms but 
death: If war, that courting the auſpices, and invit- 
ing the direction of your illuſtrious leader, you will 
retire to ſome unſettled country, ſmile in your turn, 
and © mock when their fear cometh on.” But let it 
repreſent alſo, that ſhould they comply with the re- 
queſt of your late memorial, it would make you more 
happy, and them more reſpectable: that while the 


war ſhould continue, yqu would follow their ſtand- 


ard 
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ard into the field—and when it came to an end, 
would withdraw into the ſhade of private life, 1 
give the world another ſubject of wonder and ap- 


plauſe; —an army victorious over its mes —vie⸗ 
torious over itſelf. | | 
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(No. 3) 


GENERAL, ORDERS. 


"Head: SL SIA} March 1 11, 1 78. 3, 


THE Commander-in-chief having heard that a ge- 
neral meeting of the officers of the army was propoſed 
to be held this day at the new building in an anony- 
mous paper which was circulated yeſterday: by ſome 
unknown perſon, conceives, although he is fully per- 
ſuaded that the good ſenſe of the officers would in- 
duce them to pay very little attention to ſuch an ir- 
regular invitation, his duty as well as the reputation 
and true intereſt. of the army requires his diſap- 
probation of ſuch diſorderly proceedings. At the 
lame time, he requeſts the general and field-officers, 
with one officer from each company, and a proper 
repreſentation from the ſtaff of the army, will aſ- 


$ 
. 
" 
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ſemble at twelve o'clock on Saturday next, at the 


new building, to hear the report of the committee 
of the army to Congreſs. After mature delibera- 
tion, they will deviſe what farther meaſures ought 
to be adopted, as moſt rational and beſt calculated 
to attain the juſt and impottant object in view. 
The ſenior officer in rank preſent will be pleaſed to 
prefide, and report the reſult of the deliberations: to 
rhe Conpmundetunganiel, ; 9344 TWO bv Wu 
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To toe OFFICERS of the ARMY, 4 
Gentlemen, 


THE author of a late addreſs, anxious to deſerve, 
though he ſhould fail to engage your eſteem, and 
determined at every riſque to unfold your duty and 
diſcharge his own, would beg leave to ſolicit the 
further indulgence of a few moments attention. 
Aware of the coyneſs with which his laſt letter 
would be received, he feels himſelf neither diſap- 
8 nor diſpleaſed with the caution it has met. 

e well knew that it ſpoke a language which, till 
now, had been heard only in Whiſpers, and that it 
contained ſome ſentiments which confidence itſelf 
would have breathed with diſtruſt. But their lives 
have been ſhort, and their obſervations imperfect 
indeed, who have yet to learn that alarms may be 
falſe ; that the beſt deſigns are ſometimes obliged 
to aſſume the worſt aſpect ; and that, however ſy- 
nonimous ſurpriſe and diſaſter may be ip military 
phraſe, in moral and political meaning, they con- 
vey ideas as different as they are diſtin&t. | 

Suſpicion, deteſtable as it is in private life, is the 
lovelieſt trait of political characters. It prompts 
you to enquiry, bars the door againſt defign, and 
opens every avenue to truth, It was the firſt to op- 
poſe a tyrant here, and till ſtands centinel over the 
iberties of America, With this belief, it would illy 
become me to ſtifle the voice of this honeſt guardian; 


a guardian who, authoriſed by circumſtances di- 


geſted into proof, has herſelf given birth to the ad- 
dreſs you have read, and now goes forth among you 
with a requeſt to all, that it may be treated fairly ; 
that it may be confidered before it be abuſed, and 
condemned before it be tortured ; convinced that, 

in 
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in a ſearch after error, truth will appear, that apathy 


itſelf will grow warm in the purſuit, and though it 
will be the laſt to adopt her advice, it will be the 
5 r 


firſt to act upon it. 


The general orders of yeſterday, which the weak 


may miſtake for diſapprobatiqn, 11 d the deſigning 


dare to repreſent as ſuch, wears, in my opinion, a 
very different complexion, and carries with it a ver 

oppoſite tendency, Till now, the Commander-in- 
Chief has regarded the ſteps you have taken for re- 
dreſs with good wiſhes alone. His oftenfible filence 
has authoriſed your meetings, and his private opi- 


pon has ſanctified your claims. Had he diſliked the 


Aue fn view, would not the ſame ſenſe of duty 
hich forbade you from meeting on the third day 


of the week, have forbidden yo from meeting on 


the ſeventh? Is not the ſame ſubject held up for 
your diſcuſſion ? and has it not paſſed the ſeal of 
W give ſyſtem to your proceedings, and ſtability 
o your reſolves, It will ripen ſpeculation into fact; 
and while it adds to the unanimity, it cannot poſſibly 
leſſen the independency of your ſentiments. It may 
be neceſſary to add upon this ſubject, that, from the 
injunction with which the general orders cloſe, every 
man is at liberty to conclude, that the report to be 
made to head-quarters is intended for Congreſs, 
Hence will ariſe another motive for that energy 
which has been recommended: for, can you give 


the lie- to the pathetic deſcriptions of your . 4k f 


ſentations, and the more alarming predictions of our 


friends? To ſuch as make a Want of ſignature an 
objection to opinion, I reply, that it matters very 
little who is the author of ſentiments which grow 
out of your feelings, and apply to your wants; that 
in this inſtance, diffidence ſuggeſted what experience 
| - CHO! 0D hy _ exyoinsz 


office, and taken all the ſolemnity of an order? This 
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enjoins 3 d. and a. while. 1 con ne to move on the: | 
high road of argument and advice, which is open to 
all, I ſhallkeontinue to be the ſole confident of my 
own ſecret. But, ſhould the time come, when 
it ſhall be neceſſary to depart from this general line, 
and hold up any individual among you as an object 
of the reſentment or contempt. of the reſt, I thus 
publicly pledge my honour as a ſoldier, and veracity 
as a man, that Iwill then aſſume a xiſible exiſtence, ; 
and give my name to the army, wah as little refſerys: | 
4s now give my opinions, n | 


Head-Quarters Newburgh, March 18, ng J 


: +4: N, 

THE relult of the proceeding 8 of the grand con- 
vention of the — which 1 have the honour of 
encloſing to your excellency for the inſpection f 
Congreſs, will, I flatter myſelf, be conſidered as the 
laſt glorious proof of patriotiſm which could have 
been given by men who aſpired to the diſtinction 
of a patriot army; and will not offly confirm their 
claim to the juſtice, but will een, their nde! *. 
the gratitude of their count. 

Having ſeen the proceedings 05. the part of abs? 
army terminate with perfect unanimity, and in a: 
manner entirely conſonant to my wiſhes; being im- 
preſſed with the livelieſt ſentiments. of affection for 
thoſe who have {6 long, ſo patiently, and ſo chear- 
fully ſuffered and fought under my immediate di- 
— * having, from motives of juſtice, duty, and 
gratitude, ſpontaneouſly offered myſelf as an advo- 
cate for their rights; and having been requeſted to 
write to your excellency; earneſtly entreating tbe 
moſt ſpeedy deeiſion of Congreſs upon the ſubjects 
of the late addreſs from the army to that honourable”: 


body : it now only remains for me to perform the 
L 2 taſk 
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taſk I have aſſumed, and to intercede in their be- 
half, as I now do, that the ſovereign power will be 

pleaſed to verify the predictions I have pronounced 
of, and the confidence the army have repoled in, the 
juſtice of their country. Bt EU ee CH 
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And here I humbly conceive it is altogether un- 
neceſſary (white I am pleading the cauſe of an army 
which have dene and ſuffered more than any other 
army ever did in the defence of the rights and liber- 
ties of human nature) to expatiate on their claims to 
the moſt ample compenſation for their meritorious 
ſervices, becauſe they are perfectly known to the 
whole world, and becauſe (although the topics are 
inexhauftible) enough has already been ſaid on the 
ſubject. To prove theſe, affertions, to evincè that 
my ſentiments have ever been uniform, and to ſhew 


what my ideas of the rewards in queſtion have al- 


ways been, I appeal to the archives of Congreſs, and 
call on thoſe ſacred depoſits to witneſs for me. And 
in order that my obſervations and arguments ip fa- 
vour of a future adequate proviſion for the offieers 
of the army may be brought to remembrance again, 
and conſidered in a ſingle point of view without giv- 
ing Congreſs the trouble of, having recourſe to their 
files, I will beg leave to tranſmit herewith an extract 
from a reprefentation made by. me to a committee of 
Congreſs, ſo long ago as the 29th of January 1778, 
and alſo the tranſeript-of a letter to the prefident of 


_ Congreſs, dated near. Paſaic Falls, October 11, 1780. 


1 


That in the critical and perilous moment when the 
laſt mentioned communication was made, there was 
the utmoſt danger a diſſolution of the army would 


have taken place unleſs meaſures ſimilar to thoſe re- 


commended» had been adopted, will not admit a 
doubt. That the adoption of the reſolution grant- 
ing half-pay for life has been attended with all the 

„ e 3 $i 6 comet v1 785 happy 
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happy conſequences I had foretold, ſo far as ref) need 

the good of the ſervice, let the aſtoniſhing contfaſt 
between the ſtate of the army at this inſtant, and a 
the former period, determine. And that the eſta- 
bliſhment ot funds, and ſecurity of the payment of 
all the juſt demands of the artny, will be the moſt 
certain means of preſerving the national faith and 
future tranquillity of this extenſive continent, is my. 
decided opinion. 

By the preceding remarks it will readily be! ima- 
gined, that inſtead of retracting and abe we 
(from farther experience and re rag the mode of 
compenſation, ſo ſtrenuouſly urged in the eaclolanes, 
I am more and more confirmed in the ſentiment, an 
if in the wrong, ſuffer me to pleaſe f with the 

ateful deluſion, 

For if, beſides che fimplopayment of their wages, 
a farther. compenſation is not due to the ſufferings 
and ſacrifices of the officers, then have I been mi 
taken indeed. If the whole army have not merited 
whatever a grateful people can beſtow, then have 1 
been beguiled by prejudice, ang built opinion on 
the baſis of error. If this counttyſhould not in the 
event perform every thing which has been requeſted 
in the late memorial to Congreſs, then will my be- 
lief become vain, and the hope that has been excited 
void of foundation. And * if,” (as has been ſug-* 
geſted for the purpoſe of inflaming their paſſions) 
the officers of the army are to be the only ſuffer-- 
ers by this revolution; if retiring from the field they 
ate to grow old in poverty, wretchedneſs and con- 
tempt—if they are to wade through the vile mire of 
dependency, and owe the miſferable remnant of that 
life to charity, which has hitherto been ſpent in ho- 

nour, then ſhall I have learned what ingratitude ig, 
then ſhall I have realized. a tale which wall nm 
every moment of my future Reed: to 5:15: bod 
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greſs, it may, 


; be attributed to the effuſion of an badet zeal 1 in th e 


ſ of cauſes, and that my peculiar fituation may be, 
my apology ; and I hope I need not on this momen- 
us occation make any new proteſtations of perſonal, 
45 ntereſtedneſs, having ever renounced for myſelf, 
the idea of pecuniary reward, The conſcioufneſs 
dE having attempted faithfully to diſcharge my 


| dut and the approbation of my country, Walk be a 


M cient e for my ſervices. * 
2957 1 * the honour to be, &c. &c. | 
£21220 20.2 0) GEORGE WASHINGTON. | 
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wen 11167 8 1 «th bs ot 4 
THE officers of the army being eee agree · 
abiy to a general order of the 11th inſtant, the 
honourable major- general Gates preſident, his ex- 
csltency the Commander-in-chief was rn to A 
dreſs; the, end a as ollen 054 20 


S. 
{141} J. 71 * — . 


* Gentlemen, 3 ala. 07 PIE IR 97 
an ede Rifiwhs;" an emp bas 
bee made to eonvene' you together; how incon- 
nſten with the rules of 4 py mat how unmilitary, | 

and hew ſubvefſtve of all order and 92 e let 
tie good ſenſe of the army decide. 
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In the moment of this ſummons, 0 er anony- 
mous production was ſent into circulation, addreſ- 
| Ted more to the feelings and paſſions. than to the 
reaſon and judgement of the army. Ty author of 
the piece is entitled to much credit for the good- 
neſs of his pen; and I could wiſh he had as much 
credit for the rectitude of his heart ; - for,. as men 
ſee through different optics, and are induced, by the 
reflecting faculties of the mind, to uſe different 
means to attain the ſame. end, the author of the 
addreſs ſhould bave had more. charity than to mark 
for ſuſpicion, r man who ſhould recommend 
Lo moderation longer forbearance, or, in other 
words, who dad not think as he thinks, and act 
as he adviſes. But he had another plan in view, in 
which candour and liberality of ſentiment, regard 
4 to juſtice and love of country, have no part; and 
he was right to inſinuate the darkeſt ſuſpicion to 
effect the blackeſt deſign. That the addreſs. is 
drawn with great art, — 5 is deſigned to anſwer the 
moſt inſidious pur oſes; ; that it is calculated to im- 
preſs the mind with an idea of premeditated injuſtice 
in the ſovereign power of the United States, and 
rouſe all thoſe reſentments which muſt unavoidably 
flow from ſuch a belief; that the ſecret mover of 
this ſcheme, whoeyer he may be, intended to take 
advantage of the paſſions, while they were warmed 
by the recollection of paſt diſtreſſes, without giv» 
ing time for cool deliberative. thinking, and that 
compoſure of mind which is ſo wecetlary to give 
dignity and ſtability to meaſures, is rendered toa 
orion by the mode of conducting the buſineſs, 
to need other proof than a reference to the Na- 
ceeding. 
Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought. it iny -- 
cumbent on me to obſerye to you, to n * 
at 
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what principles I oppoſed the irregular and haſty 
meeting which was propoſed to have been held on 
Tueſday laſt, and not becauſe I wanted a diſpo- 


- fition to give you every opportunity, conſiſtent 


with your own honour, and the dignity of the army, 
to make known your. grievances. If my con- 


duct heretofore has not evinced to you, that I have 


been a faithful friend to the army, my declaration 


of it at this time would be equally unavailing and 


improper. But as I was among the firſt who em- 
barked in the cauſe of our common country; as I 


have never left your fide one moment, but when 


called from you pn public duty ; as I have been 
the conſtant companion and witneſs of your diſ- 


treſſes, and not among the laſt to feel and acknow- 


* 


ledge your merits ; as | have ever confidered my 
own military reputation as inſeparably connected 
with that of the army; as my heart Se ever ex 
panded with joy when I have heard its praiſes, and 
my indignation has ariſen when the mouth of de- 


traction has been opened againſt it; it can ſcarcely 
de ſuppoſed, at this late ſtage of the war, that Iam 


indifferent to its intereſts, But how are they to be 

omoted? The way is plain, ſays the anonymous 
addreſſer. If war continues, remove into the 
unſettled country; there eſtabliſh yourſelves, and 
leave an ungrateful country to defend itſelf,” But 
who are they to defend? Our wives, our children, 
our farms and other property which we leave be- 


\hind us ? or, in thisNtate ofs hoſtile ſeparation, are 
we to take the two firſt (the latter cannot be re- 


moved), to periſn in a wilderneſs with hunger, cold 
and nakedneſs? © If peace takes place, never 
ſheath your ſwords,” ſays he, © until you have 


obtained full, and ample juſtice.” This dreadful 
alternative of either deſerting our country in the 
1 | extremeſt 


( 
extremeſt hour of her diſtreſs, or turning our arms 


4 o 2 


againſt it, which is the apparent object, unleſs Con- 


greſs can be compelled into inſtant compliance, has 


ſomething ſo. ſhocking, it it, ee revolts 
at the idea. My God ! what can this WMiter have 
in view, by recommending ſuch meaſures ? Can he 


be a friend to the army ? Can he be a friend to this. 


country? Rather is he not an inſidious foe ? ſome 
emiſſary, perhaps, from New-York, plotting the 
ruin of both, by ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord and 
ſeparation between the civil and military powers of 
the continent? And what a compliment does he 
pay to our underſtandings, when he recommends 
meaſures, in either alternative, impracticable in 
their nature! But here, gentlemen, I will drop the 
curtain, becauſe it would be as imprudent in me to 
aſſign my reaſons for this opinion, as it would be in- 
ſulting to your conception to ſuppoſe you ſtood 
in need of them. A moment's reflection will con- 


vince every diſpaſſionate mind of the phyſical im- 


poſfibility of carrying either propoſal into execu- 
tion. There might, gentlemen, be an impropriety 


N 2 E "IS 2 . J 
in my taking notice, in this addreſs to you, of an 


anonymous production; hut the manner in which 
that performance has been introduced to the army, 


the efſect it was intended to have, together with ſome - 
other circumſtances, will amply juſtify my obſer- 


vations on the tendency of that writing; 


* . 


With reſpect to the advice given by the author, 


to ſuſpect the man who ſhall recommend moderate 


meaſures and longer forbearance, I ſpurn it, as every 
man who regards that liberty and reveres that juſtice 


for which we contend, undoubtedly muſt ; for, if 
men are to be precluded from offering their ſenti. 


ments on. 2 matter which may involve the. moſt 


ſerious and alarming r that can invite 


the 


(im 9) 

the confideration of mankind, reaſon is of no uſe 
to us. The freedom of ſpeech may be taken away, 
and durab and filent we may be led, like ſheep to 
the ſlaughter. I cannot in juſtice to my own belief, 
and what 1 have great reaſon to conceive is the in- 

tention of Congreſs, conclude this addreſs with- 
dut giving it as my decided opinion, that that 
honourable body entertain exalted ſentiments of the 
ſervices of the army, and from a full conviction of 
its merits and ſufferings, will do it complete juſtice: 
that their endeavours to diſcover and eſtabliſh funds 
for this purpoſe have been unwearied, and will not 
ceaſe till they have ſucceeded, I have not a doubt. 
- But like all other large bodies, where there is a 
variety of different intereſts to reconcile, their de- 
terminations are flow. Why then ſhould we dil. 
truſt them? and, in conſequence of that diſtruſt, 
adopt meaſures which may caſt a ſhade over that 
glory which has been fo juſtly acquired, and tarniſh 
the reputation of an army which is celebrated thro? 
all Europe for its fortitude and patriotiſm? And 
for what is this done? To bring the object we 
ſeek nearer? - No, moſt certainly, in my opinion, 
it will caſt it at a greater diſtance. For myſelf, 
and I take no merit in giving the aſſurance, being 
Induced to it from principles of gratitude, veracity 
and juſtice, a grateful ſenſe of the confidence you 
have ever placed in me, a recollection of the cheer- 
fol aſſiſtance and prompt obedience 1 have experi- 
enced from you, under every viciſſitude of fortune, 
and the ſincere affection J feel for an army I have fo 
long had the honour to command, will oblige me 
to declare in this public and ſolemn manner, that 
in the attainment of compleat juſtice for all your 
Toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every 

wiſh, fo far as may be done conſiſtently with the 

5 25 | q | great 


let me entreat you, gentlemen, on your part not 


C WA 


great duty I owe my country, and thofe powers we 
are bound to reſpe&, you may freely command my 
ſervices to the utmoſt extent of my abilities. 

While I give you theſe aſſurances, and pledge 
myſelf in the moſt unequivocal manner to exert 
whatever ability I am poſſeſſed of in your favour, 


to take any meaſures which, viewed in the calm 
light of reaſon, will leſſen the dignity and ſully the 
glory you have hitherto maintained. Let me re- 
queſt you to rely on the plighted faith of your coun- 
try, and place a full confidence in the purity of 'the 
intentions of Congreſs, that, previous to your dif- 
ſolution as an army, they will cauſe all your ac- 
counts to be fairly liquidated, as directed in the 
reſolutions which were publiſhed to you tuo days 
ago, and that they will adopt the moſt effect ual 
meaſures in their power to render ample juſtice to 
you, for your faithful and meritorious ſervides. 
And let me conjure you, in the name of our com- 
mon country, as you value your own ſacred honour, 
as you reſpect the rights of humanity, and as you 
regard the military and national character of Ame- 
rica, to expreſs your utmoſt horror and deteſtation 
of the man who wiſhes, under any ſpecious pre- 
tences, to overturn the liberties of our country, and 
who wickedly attempts to open the flood-gartes' of 
civil diſcord, and deluge our riſing empire in blood. 
By thus determining and thus acting, you will 
purſue the plain and direct road to the attainment 
of your wiſhes ; you will defeat the inſidious deſigns 
of our enemies, who are compelled to reſort from 
open f6tce to ſecret. artifice; you will give one 
more diſtinguiſhed proof of unexampled parriotilm : 
and patient virtue, riſing ſuperior to the preſſure of 
the moſt complicated ſufferings; and you will, by 

M 2 8 the 
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the dignity of your conduct, afford occaſion for poſ- 
rerity to ſay, when ſpeaking of the glorious example 
you have exhibited to mankind, “ Had this day 
« been wanting, the world had never ſeen the laſt 
s ſtage of Reo to which human nature is ca- 
— ..... 


His excellency having withdrawn, on mot on by 
general Knox, ſeconded by general Putnam, ö 
Reſolved, That the unanimous thanks of the of. 
ficers of the army be preſented to his excellency the 
Commander: in- chief, for his excellent addreſs, and 
the communication he has been pleaſed to make to 
them; and that he be aſſured that the officers re- 
ciprocate his affectionate expreſſions with the 
greateſt ſincerity of which the human heart is ca- 

able. | | 
, The addreſs from the army to Congreſs—the re- 
port of the committee from the army—and the reſo- 
lutions of Congreſs of the 25th January, being 
read, | | | | 

On a motion by general Putnam, ſeconded by 
general Hand, | | ONCE 
| Voted, That a committee be appointed immedi- 
ately to draw up ſome reſolutions expreſſive pf the 
buſineſs before us, and to report in half an hour; that 
this committee conſiſt of one general officer, one field 
officer, and one captain; and that general Knox, 
colonel Brooks, and captain Howard, compoſe the 
ſaid committee. | | SE 
The report of the committee being brought in, 
and fully conſidered, | 

Reſolyed unanimouſly, That at the cammence- 
ment of the preſent war the officers of the Ameri- 
can army engaged in the ſervice of their country 


and liberties of human nature, which motives till 
exiſt 


Pd 


from the pureſt love and attachment to the rights 


( 48 3 


exiſt in the higheſt degree; and that no circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs or 4 er ſnhall induce a con- 
duct that may tend to ſully the reputation and glory 
which they have acquired, at the price of 25 „ 
and eight years faithful ſervices. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the army continue 
to have an unſhaken confidence in the juſtice of 
Congreſs and their country, and are fully convinced 
that the repreſentatives of America will not diſband 
or diſperſe the army until their accounts are liqui- 
dated, the balances accurately aſcertained, and ade- 
quate funds eſtabliſhed for payment; and in this ar- 
rangement the officers expect, that the half- pay, or 
a commutation of it, ſhould be efficaciouſly com- 
Prehended. 

Rieſolved unanimouſly, T hat his excellency the 
Commander-in-chief be requeſted to write to his 
excellency the preſident of Congreſs, earneſtly en- 
treating the moſt ſpeedy decifion of that honourable 
body upon the ſubjects of our late addreſs, which 


was forwarded by a committee of the army, ſome of 


whom are waiting upon Congreſs for the reſult. In 
the alternative of peace or war, this event would be 
highly ſatisfactory, and would produce immediate 
tranquillity in the minds of the army, and prevent 
any further machinations of deſigning men to 
ſow diſcord between the civil and military Powers 
of the United States. 
On motion, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the officers of the 


American army view with abhorrence, and reject 
with diſdain, the infamous propoſitions contained 
in a late anonymous addreſs to the officers of the 
army, and reſent with indignation the ſecret at- 
tempts of ſome unknown perſons to collect the offi- 


cers 
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cers together, in a manner totally ſubverſive of all 
diſcipline and good order, | 75 e 
Keſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of the 
officers, of the army be given to the committee 
who preſented to Congreſsthe late addreſs of the 
army, for the wiſdom and prudence with which 
they have conducted that buſineſs; and that a 
copy of the proceedings of this day be tranſ- 
mitted by the preſident to major general M'Dou- 
gall; and that he be requeſted to continue his ſoli- 
citations at Congreſs, until the objects of his miſ- 
ſion are accompliſhed, 225 


The meeting was then diſſolved. 


HoRATIO GATES, Maj. Gen. Preſident. 


o + 


- 
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The following are the RESOLUTIONS reter- 


red to in the foregoing Addreſs and Recom- 

mendations. : 
In CON GRE SS, SEPTEMBER 6, 1780. 
FNONGRESS took into confideration the report 


4 of the committee to whom were referred the 
inſtructions of the general aſſembly of Maryland 


to their delegates in Congrels, reſpecting the arti- 
cles of confederation, and the declaration therein 


referred to, the act of the legiſlature of New-York 
on the ſame ſubject, and the remonſtrance-of the 
general aſſembly of Virginia, which report was 
agreed to, and is in the words following: Fj i 

| at 


% 


c% ) 


That having duly confidered the ſeveral matters 
to them ſubmitted, they conceive. it unneceſſary to 
examine into the merits or policy of the inſtructions 
or declaration of the general aſſembly of Maryland, 
or of thè remonſtrance of the general aſſembly of 
Virginia, as they involve queſtions, a diſcuſſion of 
which was declined on mature conſideration, when 
the articles of confederation were debated; nor, in 
the opinion of the committee, can ſuch queſtions be 
now revived with any proſpect of conciliation: that 
it appears more adv iſeable to preſs upon thoſe ſtatos 
which can remove the embarraſſments reſpecting the 
weſtern. country, a liberal ſurrender of a portion of 

their territorial claims, ſince they cannot be preſerved 
entire without endangerir g theſtability of the general 
confederacy; to remind them how indiſpenſably 
neceflary it is to eſtabliſh the fœderal union on a fixed 
and permanent baſis, and on prineiples acceptable 
to all its reſpective members; ho eſſential to pub- 
lic credit and confidence, to the fupport of our ar- 
my, to the vigour of our counſels and ſucceſs of our 
| meaſures, to our tranquillity at home, and our re- 
putation abroad, to our preſent latety and our fu- 
ture proſperity, to out very exiſtence as a free, ſo- 
vereign and independent people : that they are fully 
perſuaded the wiſdom of the reſpective legiſlatures 
will lead them to a full and impartial confideration 
of a ſubject ſo intereſting to the United States, 
and ſo neceſſary to the happy eſtabliſhment of the 
Ffoederal union; that they are confirmed in theſe ex- 
pectations by a review of the beforementioned act 
of the legiſlature of New- Vork, ſubmitted to their 
conſideration ; that this act is exprefly calculated to 
accelerate the fœderal alliance, by removing, as far 
as depends on that ſtate, the impediment artſing 
"from the weſtern country, and for that purpoſe to 


8 


( 388 ) 
yield up a portion of territorial claim for the ge 
neral — : where 
"Reſolved, That copies of the ſeveral papers refer- 

red to the committee be tranſmitted, with a copy 
of the report, to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral 
Rates, and that it be earneſtly recommended to 
thoſe ſtates; who have claims to the weſtern coun- 
try, to paſs ſuch laws, and give their delegates in 
Congreſs ſuch powers, as may effectually remove 
the only obſtacle to a final ratification of the articles 
of confederation; and that the legiſlature of Mary- 
land be earneftly requeſted: to authoriſe their dele- 
gates in Congreſs to ſubſcribe the ſaid articles. s 


In CONGRESS, OcrokkR 10, 1780. 


CONGRESS reſumed the conſideration, of the re- 
port of the committee, on the motion of the dele- 

ates of Virginia; and thereupon - _ 

_ Reſolved, That the unappropriated lands that 
1 may be ceded or relinquiſhed to the United States, 
by any particular ſtates, purſuant to the recommen- 
> dation of Congreſs, of the 6th day of September 
laſt, ſhall be diſpoſed of for the common benefit of 
© the United States, and be ſettled and formed into 
” diſtin republican ſtates, which ſhall become mem- 
bers of the fœderal union, and have the ſame rights 
ol ſovereignty, freedom and independence, as the 
bother ſtates: that each ſtate which ſhall be fo 
formed, ſhall contain a ſuitable extent of territory, 
not leſs than one hundred, nor more than one hun- 
* dred and fifty miles ſquare, or as near thereto as 
3 circumſtances will admit: that the neceſſary and 
; reaſonable expences which any particular ſtate ſhall. 
1 have incurred, fince the commencement of the 225. 
iN ent 
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ſent war, in ſubduing any Britiſh poſts, or in main- 
. taining forts or garriſons, within and for the de- 
fence, or in acquiring any part of the territory that 
may be ceded or reliaquiſhcd to-the United Sten 
ſhall be reimburſed. 
That the ſaid land ſhall bu granted and ſettled ar: ?; 
ſuch times and under ſuch- regulations as ſhall here- , 
after be agreed on by the United States in — 
amm or any nine or more of. — : 


By the UNITED STATES | in CONGRESS! | 
Aſſembled, DECEMBER 16, 1782. | 


WHEREAS it is eſſential to juſtice and to 185 bs 
preſervation of public credit, that whenever a nation 
is obliged by the exigencies of public affairs to con- 
tract a debt, proper funds ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
not only for paying the annual value or intereſt of 
the ſame, but for diſcharging the principal within 
a reaſonable period; by which a nation may avoid 
the evils of an exceſſive accumulation of debt: 

therefore, 

' Reſolved, That whenever the neat produce of any 
funds recommended by Congreſs and granted b 
the ſtates, for funding the debr already Sonata 
or for procuring future loans for the ſupport of the 
war, ſhall exceed the ſum requiſite for paying the 
intereſt of the whole amount of the national debt 
which theſe ſtates may owe at the termination of the 
preſent war, the ſurplus of fuch grants ſhall form a 
ſinking fund, to be inviolably appropriated to the 
payment of the principal of the ſaid debt, and ſhall 
on no account be diverted to any other purpoſe. _ , 

And in order that the ſeveral ſtates may have pro- 
per infosmation of the ſtare of their finances, it is 

I further 
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960) 
further reſolved, that as ſoon as che public debt 
can be liquidated, each ſtate be annually ſurniſhed . 
with the amount thereof, and the intereſt thereon, 
and alſo of the proceeds and diſpoſttions of the funds 
provided for the redemption thereof. 4 
Reſolved, That the faith of the United Stoves be 
pledged for the obſervance of the foregoing reſolu-. 


tion; and that if any ſtate ſhall think it neceſſary 


to make it a-condition: of-their grants,. the ſame will. 
be conſidered by Congreſs as conſiſtent with their 


4 relobutionegh, he 3d of February, 1781, 
By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS 


Aſſembled, Fr BRUARY 17, 1783. 


WIIEREAS by the 8th article of the confedera- 
tion and perpetual union, it is agreed and declared, 
that all charges of war, and all "other expences for 
the common defence or general welfare, allowed by 
the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be 
defrayed out of a common. treaſury, which ſhall be ' 
ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in proportion to the 
value of all land within each ſtate, granted to, or 
ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch land and the build- 
ings and improvements thereon ſhall be eſtimated, 


according to ſuch mode as the United States in Con- 
greſs aſſembled ſhall, from time to time, direct and 


appoint: | 
Nees, That the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and 

they are hereby required to take ſuch meaſures as 
ſhall appear 08 them moſt effectual for obtaining 


a juſt and accurate account of the ny of land in 


ſuch ſtate, granted to, or ſurveyed for any perſon, the 


number of buildings thereon, diſtinguiſhing dwelling- 
houſes from other buildings, and the number of its 
Inhabitants, dilunguilhing * 3 from hlack : 1 
the 


39 


the legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they are hereby 
alſo required to cauſe the ſaid account to be tranſ- 
mitted and delivered to Congreis, on or before the 
1ſt day of March, 1784 ; and that Congreſs will on 
the 2d day of March, 1784, or at their next fitting, 
| thereafter, appoint a grand committee, conſiſting of 
a member preſent from each ſtate, to take into their 
conſideration the ſaid return, any nine of whom con- 
curring ſhall make à juſt and true eſtimate of the 
value of all the lands in each of the United States, 
ranted to of ſurveyed for any perſon, and of the 
Paildings and improvements thereon, and ſhall report 
ſuch eſtimate to Congreſs, to be ſubject only to their 
approbation or rejection. That the ſaid eſtimate 
when approved by Congreſs ſhall be a rule for adjuſt- 
ing all accounts between the United States and the in- 
dividual ſtates, that is, each ſtate ſhall be debited 
for-its juſt quora or proportion on the principal afore- 
ſaid of the money theretofore advanced or paid, and 
of the amount in value of the ſupplies furniſhed by 
all the ſtates for the ſervice of the United States, and 
credited for the money advanced and the amount in 
value of the ſupplies furniſned by ſuch ſtate for the 
ſervice of the United States: That the ſaid eſtimate 
ſhall operate for a term not exceeding five years, as a 
rule for apportioning on the ſeveral ſtates the ſums 
which Congreſs ſhall from time to time deem neceſ- 
fary and require to be raiſed for ſupporting the pub- 
tic credit and contingent expences; and that the 
money which ſhall be paid from time to time by any 
ſtate into the continental treaſfiry on account of ack 
guota or apportionment, ſhall be duly paſſed to the. 
crediv of ſuch ſtate, on the ſaid account. 
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